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Preface

The first edidon of the "EGLSF blackbook on discrimination of gays and lesbians in sports” was published in
October, 1994, Nearly five years later, we are very proud of the updated version. Within five vears many things have
changed in the federadon and in the European gav and lesbian sport scene: The number of member clubs has more
than doubled, we could celebrate three more EuroGames (Frankfurt,1995; Berlin, 1996; Paris, 1997) and had the
pleasure to have GayGames on the European condnent, in Amsterdam, 1998. Means of communication have greatly
mmproved, so that today many peopie, no matter where they live, have the chance to get in contact with the EGLSF
and are able to udlize the structures of an established European network.

Nevertheless, some things have not changed. One of them is the diserimnation of lesbian and gay sports people. We
are sull being confronted with all kinds of discriminadon - in many European counwies including those renouned for
being liberal. Of course, there has been a lot of improvements made during the last five years concerning lesbian and
gay righrs, but not in all regions of Europe. In countries like France, the Netherlands, Denmark, Germany or
Swirzerland it is no problem anymore for people of the same sex to openly demonstrate their affecdon for each
other. In part of Southern Burope homosexuals cannot openly live out their sexuality as in East Europe they have o
be afraid of prosecution.

Although, there seems to be an increasing gay-lesbian friendly climare existing in vatious regions in Europe, the
EGLSF has noticed two serious developments. The first is thar there is still a high tendency of people joining or
serring up leshian and/or gay sport clubs, Among different motivations, the escape from the macho calture, which is
stll dominant in many regular sport clubs, is an important one.

Defining discrimination of lesbians and gavs has always been a difficult thing, Where does discrimination start® How
far can people go? Are homosexuals just a bit too sensitive? Every person has got her/his own style of living and
everybody feels discriminated by different words and actions. Discriminarory actions take place against private
persons, whole teams and even big chubs; sometimes open and sometimes of quite subide narure. The more famous a
sportsclub, the more violent discrimination sometimes is, compared to the smaller and private clubs. Discriminadon
knows no rules, 1s always unfair and respectess,

We do not want to make an evaluation about the different kinds of discrimination, just a classification to show the
many faces of discrimination and exclusion in sports; illustrated by a long list of cases which have actually happened.

The following list of cases is not meant to be used as a code of conduct for people dealing with lesbian and gay
sportspeople, teaching them what is better not to sav 2nd how not to behave like.

The aim of this document is to sensibilize policymakers and decisionmakers in Europe, and in its regions. Make
people aware about the problems and wouble lesbian and gay people often have w cope with. We do not wans you 1o
close the document and feel pity for us. We wanr vou to forger the rumours you have ever heart about homosexuality
and sport and support all people working for Fair Play and tolerance in sport.

The Board of the
European Gay & Lesbian Sport Federadon,
March 1999
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1 The special role of sport in the emancipation process
of lesbian women and gay men

One out of twenty persons is lesbian or gay (GISAH & NCS, 1996). Gays and lesbians have to experience many
challenges in daily life, pardgeularly in sports. Sport has one comparadve advanzage over other sectors of society, in
that it conmibutes o building a bridge berween the different cultures (B. Baks & F. Fahistas, 1997).

Sport can bring people together, can lead to identification with elite athletes and can contribute to social cohesiveness
of a social group, a team, a town or a whole country. Because of is low threshold, its uniform character and its
mnternadonal standardised rules, sport can be seen as being one of the few boundless, non vetrbal means of
commuumcation {A. Elling, 1998).

In this function sport is considered to play a crucial role in the emancipation of gays and lesbians.

2 List of cases

2.1 Institutional discrimination

Today, some of the European gay-lesbian sportelubs are already more than five vears old. They were founded in
times, when gay and leshian people wanted 1o share their free dme, playing vollevball or soccer or going swimming.
Nowadays, many sportswomen and -men feel comfortable abour their homosexuality and strive for a more
competitve styte of sport. They want to play in ordinary leagues, and participate in official tournaments, sanctioned
by official national, European or world sport federatons like FINA (World Swimming Federation).

This provides a completely new oppormusity to express f lesbian and gay needs. But this public demands on local,
national and international platforms offer an easy wrget for diserimination, too.

Some associatons however do their utmost to exclude homosexuality from the world of sport. In some cases they
mention that gays and lesbians do not perform their particular kind of sport. Others are of the opinion that
homosexuality is a social problem and that as a sporr organizations it is not their duty to solve social problems. Some
think thar homosexuality should not be a problem, if only homosexuals would behave like heterosexuals (J.Schuyf
PHD & L. Stoepler, 1997). They simply ignore that one our of twenty is lesbian or gay.

Listed below are a number of cases, where more or less renowned federadons refused membership of gay-leshian
sportciubs or similar cases.

1998 — Diisseldorf, Germany

The West German Baskstbal! Federation (Westdentscher Barketball Verband e.17) refuses the memberehip of the feshian sportelub
"Weiberkeram Ditsseldorf e.3." because of the explicit aim to promote the goals of the lesbian emancipation movement and to support
leshian visihifity.

(rource: EGLST-investigation)

1998 — Amsterdam, The Netheslands

The ISU (International Skating Union) threatens to ban skaters who participate in Gay Guamer from fature congpetitions.
Although profest is coming from afl (zay and strajght press, politice, BGILST, private percons via bundreds of letters and emaids), the ISU
does nat want to change its apinion.

The frgure skating competition during the Gay Games was capcelied and turned into a so valled prblic training Some skaters
participared wearing masks on their faces.
{sosree: EGLS Fomailfinglist, 1998}
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1998 - Betlin, Germany

The Berlin track and field federation (BLV} vefieses membership to the gay sporichub S5V Varspief Berlin. After being denicd
membership in 1990 and 1997 a third atizmpt to pain membership is sipported by the press ipokesman of the German frack and field
Jederation (DL}, and finally was snccessfudl

{sowrce: EGLSF-inrestipation)

2.2 The shower lie

Taken from an infericw with an ex-professional handbal! player from Bayer Leverkuwsen, Germany:
Question (7): ¥ hat swere your rasous jor changing to Bayer Leverfusen?

Answer (1) At that time, Leverkusen was one of the tap women’s bandbailicams in Germany and a greal challange in mpy sporiscareer,
When I went there, [ became aware thar many of the players were feibians. I have been warned and the peaple arpund mee iried to Keep e
seperated from them. For excanpie, | was not alfowed fo shower with themr. Although I had been told incredible stories abont lestians, 1
sy quite curions to Enow more, [ bave personally never experienced that ofder feammates sedweed younger givk. Later, when I way
established in the team, younger players were warned of me, Hearing this much fazer T felt very diserimiunated aueinst,

What are the most widespread conceptions heterosexual people have about a gay-lesbian sportclubs? Naked
sportswomen and -men, having hot sex in the showers and lockerrooms. Men with big muscles cruising around the
swimming pool - a also potential danger for every "ordinary” person and a scandal, as well. Gays and lesbians are said
to bring an unwanted sens of erotic ino sport.

Ist the erodc element of sport which makes straights wary if there are any gays or lesbians about. Sport often
requires physical effort inclading close contact with reammates and trainers.

Due to the spreading of erroneous rumours, many gavs and lesbians are threatened with ridicole posessing an image
of being ,,sexual monsters” by a great majority of people as the following ist of instances will prove,

1997 — Cologne, Germany

A wamen’s handball team does rot want to share the shower room with the apen leshian handball tear of SC Janny Kiiln e.17.
After a leqgue graifying game, where gay cheevieaders of SC Janng eheer the leshian bandbaliteam on, the fwo male referees share the
shuwer with the chearfeaders - wearing Hheir anderpants,

{ronrce: EGLS-investigation)

1997 - Cologne, Germany

A leshian chitdren’s tennis-teacher was recommrended fo better quust her job, becanse some parents bad found out that she was libian
{Jasrce: personal contact}

1995 - Brescia, Italy

T o0 meany leshian footballers— The president of the ltatian foothall club Claub Azzmre Brescda™, Michele de Caminara, disbands
fear.

De Caminata, who took over the women s soccer team in 19971 realized quickly that be had entered the world of female homosexcnality”.
He asked the girls not to mixe spore with Hheir private lves, but ar not @il players obeyed™; he disneisced 28 of the 36 girls for
whomosexual bebavionr'. In the following year the feamr changed ist name ta  Azzrra Bresca®

Tit the 1993-94 season the relationship betwven the tem and Hhetr trainer foially deteriorated and the spokeswonan of the team complained
about the situation.

D¢ Carninata breaks up the ream. He wants the team to be pinished by the federarion . Fe said, 1 bape that a lot of other managers
Jolfow mey excapple. Otberwise, women's roccer wiff never get off the ground.”

(source: La Repubbiica, 28.01.93)

1997 - Brescia, [taly
Au Itabkan conrt threw ont a lawsnit brought about by an amatenr woman's soceer team (Azzure Brescia) over allegations ihat they were
Joshians, rufing that it was o orime to call someone bomosescual.
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Judge Laica Pistorelli said in bix rubing: ,, The idea that attributing bomosexcuality o somesne is an insull Io the hononr; in the sense of an
assanit on the dignity of their person, must be rejectod decisively. ¥ He upbraided De Caminata (former president of the elub) and 1/
Giorng {Ttalian newspapacr) for bad tasic, saying that privacy sbonld be respected whatever a person's sexcual orientation, but ruled that
they bad not comnpitied an offence.

{source: Renters World Report, 09.01.97)

1998 - Paris, France

The gay swinming chub . Agua Home™ is not accepied by a neighbonr group in the swimming pool. They have fo change traiming duys.
(source: BEGELSF-investigation)

1997 - Trier, Germany

Trainer of a women's handball team permanently molests the swomen in bis feam. In conperation with sponsors, be forces bis players to
wear sexcy dresses for official occasions.

In the local nespaper he states thiat wemen's bandball withour male rajners is impossible™ He deseribes the sportive swomen as sexual
olyects and underlines the meaning of the connsciion between smart woner and spart for him.

Letrers fo the editor {written by strajght and leslian wonsen) nere wot published. Many leshians foft the team in the following months,
becanie they could not siand the atmosphere created by their trainer, anymore.

{source: personal contact [ Trievischer U olkesfrennd, 1997}

1996 - Hamburg, Germany

Alsterpavillon in Harburg does not allow the participauss of a gay volleyball tournament, organized by | Startschuss Harmburg®, to have
brunch in their vestawrani. They refuse to serve gay peape.
fsoarce: EGLSFinestigation)

1998 - Great Britain

A gay wrestler is badly treated by a straight wrestling cheb thar be bad been coaching when they discovered he was gay.
{source: Donald Bluck; donblack(@ph.clara.net)

1980 - The Netherlands

There is the case of a soccer referee L. who, in the apinion af many spectators makes wrong juduenenis. < number of spectators start
baoing him, wsing words fike “faggor” and "hell darling”. The refiree arpanization ignores this fngident completely. VW hite the reforee walk
ot 1yt piich at the start of a Enrocup Match, his colleagues tell bim jokingly that be shonld bave bimself photograped 5o that everyone
soald see that he was "a real man”. During a matoh the same referee helpes one of the players who had been tackled to bis feer. The report
aiz the the match states: "Hle bas dane a fine jobr although he should keep bir bands off the players.”!

(sosrve: Studies on Homsexcuality, Utrecht)

1980 - The Netherlands

<A student’s boy friend ix barred from the students’ sports fuciiities by the nuiversity counctl, while pirlfiends of bis fellow students dre
adpitted.
{somrce: Stndier on Homosexuality, Utrecht)

1980 - South-Halland

A lesbian gym-teacher i being coufronted by one of ber pupils who invists that she showid kesp ber hands off the other children cven whike
bedping them ta their feet afier a jump. Neither shouid she be allowed into the changing rooms.
(sonrce: Stndies on Homosexualpy, Utrecht)

1981 - The Netherlands

The footbail woagazine "V picbliches an advertisement in a feaflet using a caricapure of @ fransvestite with the caption:" We hae
discovered the last man who doesn't fike football” And further sn: "Arthur 'Lola' Van Ballenggyen...) rather fancies joothall players
than foothall. Linkily, exeeptions ackuomledge the rale. Afteral, rren do love foothail"

{saurce: Study v Homsexnality, Utrechi}
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1981 - The Netherlands

A sixteen year old hoy detests physics at school, When be misses the ball nvice, the gym-teacher comments:" That i hvice that you have
mitssed, Jos; go and stand nith the pirls”, Jos skips physice during the last lerm, pretending 1o have back trouble. At the beginning af every
Dywr-fesson the teacher says jokingly : "Where i Jos ¢ He's not having one of bis periods again." In response everybody gigles.

(sanrce: §tudies on Homosexcuality, Utrechi}

1981 - The Netherlands

Another teenage bay: "When I ani in the shower after gym, sonee bays cover anxionsdy their scrotwm with their fowel. Some boys won't sit
next to we o play Joothall with me.

{soatree: Studies on Homesecenality, Utrechi}

1981 -The Netherlands

In an article in the possip Privé Mapagine young female fonnisplayers are being alerted abont aggresive seduction iethods aflegedly wed by
lerliian top-players in Irying fo forve the pirls to have sex with them.

{sostrce: S tudies on Flomosexuality, Utrecht)

1982 - The Netherlands

Far years an elderfy man and bis wife have been wisiting the yearly new-year's party of the walking clul of which he is chatrman. At one

particular party be is acconpanied by bis friend with whom be bar lived for years. He i promptly dismissed from the hoard,
(sosrce: Stndies on Homasexnality, Ulrecht)

1982 - The Netherlands

The papular magazine 'De Nieuwe Revae', who bed previowsly published an article abont bomevsexnals in San Francivco, reguests foothall
enach R for an interview. He declines since be doesir't ke the idea of appearing in the same magasine as ‘all these girli”.
(source:S tudies on Homosexcuadity, Utrecht)

1983 - The Hague, The Netherlands

A man called S. appeals in a magagine to enthusiasts 1o belp bine in setting wp a pay-sperty sebool. He bas changed sports sohools fivice
already due to the fact that as a gay be wasn't made feel welvome there,

(source:Studies on Homosexuality, Utrecht)

1988 - Haarlem, The Netherlands

A tap sportsman’s sponsar decider fo qudt afier @ photo report publication featnring the sporiiman in a gay paper.
(sonrce:De Gay Krant)

1988 - The Netherlands

In respanse to an artick in the Gay-krant on sportt and bowzosexuality ene reader comments:" When a traiwer of a bays football ream whe
bappens to be gay decides to come aut, it'r abriaws that be risks ben throw out. That's just the way it 1.
(sosrve: De Gay Krant)

1988 - Best, The Netherlands

Az a meeting intiated by the 'Gay Krant' in the tows of Best, many sportipeopie fuil to turn up jor fear of being revealed fo be gay. A
head coach of the Royal Duteh Football Association says that bis superiors threatened to 1ack bing if be should some ont. Onby ane of the
invited organizations it represented at Hhe meeting.

1988 » The Netherlands
Taps footbal] coach R fives a double fife, anxiously concealing bis hamosexuality in order to safegnard bis carreer. For excample, be books

bir holiday seperately from his lover.
{soaree: GIS.AH)
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2.3

1989 - The Hague, The Netherlands

Former top spartswan . i somrewhat besitant in rendering assistance to @ discussion on the position of zay sportspesple and their
énvegration in society in Enrope.

{sonrce: GISAH)

1989 - The Netherlands

A handbal piayer who is selected for an international tournament it being thwarted and pestered after repeafing that she is lesbian.
{source: GLS.AH)

1989 - The Netherlands

Offensive comments abont bomosexaals in a changing wom afler 4 budwinfon match,

{romree: CAdH)

1990 - The Netherlands

A korfhall player is banned frons bis pores club after making commrents abant a fetlnw sports member's son who, be Jound, looked Gke a
homesexial.

frource: CAdH}

1991 - The Hague, The Netherlands

A leshian student at the sporis academty operbears follow studetrts laughing bebind ber back about a call on the notice board appealing to
gays and srragebts to take part in a sports tournament. here is initially ne response to the call Another stadent decides not fo come out
Jor fear of being bindered in her studies.

1992 - The Hague, The Netherlands

After i was revealed that a member of & billiards club is HIV positive, be is banned from the cheb, The club's memsbers foar the risk af
infection. Affer the club's management bad been properly advived about the risk of infection it reversed its decision and ato apalogized to
the man involved.

{source: Haagse Conrant)

1990 - North Brabant, Belgium

The mangger of  fitness centre disoriminates againt pay conples by demying them disconnts that are normally granted to ati members,

1990 - Nijmegen., The Netherlands

<A rughy player who bas feen selected for the national team states in an artick in 'De Gay Krant: " No one actually addressed me on the
#sniee, altbough 1 was aware that they tafked about it amongst themseives. It is typical of the top to be awscions not to fallk about #”,

Persecution and criminal actions

As mentioned zbove, discrimination of lesbian and gay sportspeople can happen in different vadadons. So far, we
have listed a number of cases dealing with ignorance and refusal. People have been insulted, sexually intimidated or
excluded by other spormspeople, just for being gay. However, discrimination can also manifest itself in a violent and
brutal manner (Elich & Maso, 1984). In Romania, for example, in 1997 it was sdll a criminal act to show one's

homosexuality in public, and lesbian and gay people were punished with five vears in jail.
Furthermore, we unforrunately we have recieved a case, were somebody was killed, presumably for jst being gay.
Have a look ar the following sad kst of eases.
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1995 - Sweden

The fareons gay ice-bockey piagyer Peter Karlsson was stabbed to death with more than 60 stabbings from a Enife, on biv way home from a
Ipcal diseo.

Abont a wees laver, a 19 year old skinhead coufessed that he had murdered Karlson, becanse the ice-hockey player had tried to date hin,
The meddia bre now for the first time reveated that Karisson was gay,
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A protest march, with more than 2000 participants was arvanged by Karlsons'c ice-bockey teare. 1t was propably the fivst time that so
many Swedich heterosexaals were faking part in a profest matifertation against a murder of a gay mar.
(sawrce: Biéiru S kolander; bjarn.skolander(@) nortiska.nn.se)

1998 - Great Britain

On May, 2 Justin Fachanu was jound hanged fo death in London.

Jastin Fashame was a trailblager. He was Britain's first black footballer to be signed for 31 million contract, and the first (and enly)
professional player in Britain to come out as gay.

Agped 19, be was signed to Nottinghans Forest joothall clly in 1980, L 1981 he realized be was gay, but didn 't conse ont antif 10 years
later. During that decade of feading a double./ife, be fonnd it immensely difficalt to cope with the sirain of biding bis gayness in the macho
world of foothall o the one hand, and the stress of Bving a secret gay Life while constantiy in the media spoilight on the other hand.

{rource: The Washington Blude, September 11, 1998)

1990 - North Brabant, Belgium

A riding-sohool owner shamelessty and opendy expresses fowards a chent that be hates bonsosexuals,

1989 - The Hague, The Netherlands

I a ketter to all sports assoctations, councitlor for Sports, Verdheyn Lunel, streses the need of 2 working group to work out a policy on the
intsgration of gay and leshian sporterspesple. Furthermore, he invited all associations involved fo a presentation that war held during the
Eurapean Testivitizs. At this presentation the Gay Ganses was a tope of discussion. The NST responded by saying that "also in view of
the experiences uith fwn projects, 'Women and Sperts’ and "nonnatives and Sports’, we have the opininn that integration witl be far more
effective by ensonraging gavs and lesbian sporispeopie fo persie their activities within the existing sporis associations.” The KINV'B club
Sor foothall amatesirs states that i their branch "there is aiready complete integration”,

The Royal Dutch Water Sport Association states that in their view "there is 1o need for sepevate sports meetings on this issue since the
integration of gays in sports had alveady fielly been realised.” The majority of the sports clubs failed to respond.

3 Research results in Europe

The first serious national research project in Europe, about sport and homosexaality, was initated in the
Netherlands. That national research project explored the discriminadon of gay men and lesbian women (Hekma,
19943, It was part of a broader research project of the nadonal government and the national sport federaton,
NOC*NSF, focussing on sport and discrimination.

The atrention was more or less miggered off by the paradox of an increase in the number of gay and lesbian sport
clubs in a society where the integration of homosexual men and women seemed near completion.

One of the aims of this research project was to find out the reasons for lesbians and gays joining lesbian/gay sports
clubs.

On the one hand, people become members of gay and lesbian sports clubs, primarily for purelysocial reasons: Gay
and lesbians wanr to be among their own kind, and have a domain in their sparedme where they can be themselves.
On the other hand, bad expetiences in the past, when playing sport with or among dominandy heterosexual sport
clubs, has also led to many gavs and lesbians either giving up sports completely, or joining a gay/lesbian sports club.

Five vears of collecting cases on discrimination have formed quite a long list, although, an early estdimation led us to
expect many more cases, especially from countries in the Southern and Fastern parts of Evrope. This document just
reveals the tip of an iceberg,

A comparison of the list above with the rare liceratare available on the topic of homosexuality and sport reveals that
there is no correlation berween the frequency and intensity of discriminadon and the acmal statas quo of the
emancipatdon of the leshian and gay people in a country.

Addidonally, the number of rerurned questionnaires stading the existance of discrimination and those people who
openly talk about their bad experiences do not reflect the real siruation, because many people are not sensitive against
discriminatory acts, or even worse, they hide their sexual preferences in order to escape discriminadon, This brings
us 1o one of the striking analysis about sport and homosexuality in the folowing chaprer.

1 European document
on discrimatuation of gays & ksbians in sport




3.1  Prisoner’s dilemma in sport

The prisoner’s dilemmaz explains one of the current mechanisms in society in general and in sports in parsicular.
The prisoner’s dilemma shows that diserimination can only take place, if people come out of the closet and
patticipate as lesbian and gay athletes in sportclubs and tournaments. The danger of experiencing a hostile
atmosphete causes many people to remain deeply in the closet. As a consequence, straight sport clubs and
assoclations sometimes deny the existence of lesbian and gay sports people (Hekma, 1994), which does not help to
come out. The existence of gay/lesbian sport clubs has made lesbian and gay sportspeople more visible and
improved the situation already, although every new step bears new risks, Many achievements have been made, and
especially those people who come out and fight in the first row, do not menten personal discrimination, because
they like to be successful examples. This prisoner’s dilemma leads to enormous difficulties in collecting informaton
abour discrimination: of gavs and lesbians in the field of sport.

Another interesting ourcome of the above mentioned research study is about the different partern of strategic
behaviour between men and women in spost. This pattern will be explained in chapter 3.2.

3.2 Differences between men and women

In chapter 3.1 the discrimination of lesbians and gays and the dilerma related to it, has been reported. So far no
difference has been made between men and women in sport. Nevertheless it should be mentioned that there are
striking differences berween gay discriminaton and lesbian discrimination, as well as there are different reasons for
lesbians to join a homo-sportclub than there are for gay men.

As sporis reflects the existing stercotypes of gays and lesbians in society - gays are seen as efferninate while leshians
have a masculine reputation - their atticude towards sport is different, too. For many young gay men, being good in
sports and being gay are mumally exclusive according to macho ideologv. They will leave sports or remain in the
closet, whereas leshians are more active and visible in sports, because they are thought to be masculine (Hekima,
1994).

Hekma's study revealed thar a lot of gay men sport again, today, thanks to the existence of gay clubs. They had a
strong dislike for sporrs and gymmastics, before, because of competitve and macho behaviour.

For leshians it is the reverse, because they succeed guite well in the rough games of sport.

The invesdgations did also show that the choice of sport changed for both, gay men and lesbian women, after joining
a gay/lesbian sport club. The male respondents showed a strong tendency to get away from all team sports, except
for volleyball. Lesbians are strongly atiracted by football and {Asiatc) combat spoxts.

The choices gay men and lesbian women make are influenced by their experiences and could have been quite
different withour discrimination.
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4 Conclusions and outlook to the future

Discrimination and exclusion of gays and lesbians in sport, although common, is very difficult to define and is also
cxperienced differently by every persomn. It also depends on the local or national settng {zeligion, social economic
standard and supply of sport infrastrucare),

Depending on gender, personal background and origin, it is difficult as well, ro develop successful strategies in order
to combat discrimination and geting a better understanding of gays and lesbians and respect to both sides.

Although only few national research studies and only few European (EGLST) statistics are available on
discriminaton and ntegradon of gavs/lesbians in sport, some conclusions can be drawn from this material These
conclusions and recomendadons are relevant for policymakers and decision-makers in the Europe of sport.

I Discrimination of gays and lesbians in sport in Europe is eminent. The prisones’s dilemma helps us to
understand the mechanism of exclusion and ignorance. Breaking out the dilemma should be a challange for both
sides. Further monitoring of the developmen: of the human rights in Europe on this subject is necessary, European
institudons should facilitate dhis.

I One out of twenty 1s lesbian or gay. Many gavs and lesbians chose not to partcipate in spors, because the
regular (dominandy heterosexual) sport does not appeal to them. This should be worked upon from both sides,

I Research in other regions of Europe and on Europe as a whole is necessary for a better understanding of
the simuadon of gays and lesbians i sport. The European institurions should initate further projects and research on
this subject.

1A Results of good practces on integration and emancipation of gays and lesbians (for example the pilot
project in the Netherlands) should be made available to sport organisations in Europe. Other countries should
follow these good practces. Preferably these projects should be execured as a co-producton of national sport
organisatons/governmental organisations and representatives of gay/lesbian sport. European institutions should
facilirate the exchange of good practces.
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C Miscellaneous

Presentation first edition of the European document
the first edition of this Enropean biackbook was presented the State Secretary of Health, Welfare and Sport in the Netherlands and the
Suiss Ambassador to The Netherlands - The Hague, 5 March 1999

Draft declaration on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play
to be subpiitted io the Round Table on Sport, Tolerance and Fair play (Amsterdam, 11 April 1996) by the Committes for Development
of Sport (CDDS) of the Comncil of Enrope - 27 February 1996 [edds96.10¢]

Press release on the occasion of the Round Table on Sport Tolerance, and Fair Play
issited by the Directorate of Information of the Council of Enrops,
& March 1996

Press release about the declaration: regrettable: no recognition of gays and lesbians sport
issted fry The Enrgpean Gay & Leshian Sport Federation - 17 April 1996

Motion for a resolution to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
presented by Mrs. Karisson, MEP and others parfiament members - 10 February 1999

Addresses of relevant European institutions

Short introductions on EGLSF and GISAH
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Presentation first edition of the European document

Frons fegt to right: Mrs. C Bucher — Mrs. M. Viiegenthart — Mr. H. Redwwann

The first edition of this Enropean blackbook was presented by EGLST board mentber Mrs. C. Bucher to Mrs. M, Viegenthart (State
Secretary of Health, Weffare and Sport in the Netheriands) and Mr. H. Reimann (Swiss Ambassador to The Netherlands)

About 75 pesple witnessed this presentation at the confirence “Building Bridges between regular sport and v/ leshian spert” (orpanised
by GIS.4H and EGLSF on the occasion of EGLSF's 107 anniversary).
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Council of Europe
Conseil de I'Europe , * 4

* *
* *
* *
LI
Strasbourg, 27 February 1996 CDDS (96) 10 rev
{cdds96.10r] Tolerance

COMMITTEE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPORT (CDDS)

STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION
ON SPECTATOR VIOLENCE AND MISBEHAVIOUR AT SPORTS EVENTS
AND IN PARTICULAR AT FOOTBALL MATCHES

Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play

19th Meeting of the CDDS, Strasbourg
6-7 March 1996

Draft Declaration
on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play

to be submitted to the Round Table on
Sport, Tolerance & Fair Play
Amsterdam, 11 April 1996

Revised following the meeting of the Drafting Group on 16 February 1996
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Draft declaration
on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play

We, participants at the Round Table on Sport, Tolerance, and Fair Play, meeting in Amsterdam on
11th April 1996,

Having in mind

- the Vienna Declaration and the Plan of Action against racism, xenophobia,
antisemitism and intolerance adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the Council
of Europe in Vienna in October 1993;

- the Resolution on Tolerance and Sport adopted by the European Ministers responsibie
for Sport at their §th Conference in Lisbon in May 1995;

- the European Sports Charter adopted by the European Ministers responsible for Sport
at their 7th Conference in Rhodes in May 1992 and subsequently adopted by the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe as Recommendation N° R (32) 13,

declare as follows:

L. We are confident that sport offers a vast potential to society as a ground for
intercultural encounters and understanding, as a workshop for socialisation and integration
- not least for disadvantaged groups - and as a school for democracy. We fully agree in this
respect with the Declaration on the Significance of Sport for Society adopted at the Lisbon
Conference of Sport Ministers. Sport is a vital area of education, particularly for young

people.

1L We also believe in sport’s ability, notably through the intense media coverage which
brings it to a broad and enthusiastic public, to project an image of fair play, team spirit and
solidarity and to promote mutual understanding and respect. Major sporting events, at world
and European level, with very large television audiences, provide a rich opportunity to bring
home the message of tolerance. In addition, hundreds of thousands of smaller but no less
important competitions for all ages, all levels and all sports are organised each year
throughout Europe and the world. Each represents an opportunity for implementing new
initiatives with regard to tolerance and fair play.

[il. We emphasise the important responsibility borne by well-known teams and sports
stars as role-models - especially for the young - and consider that it is very important that
every individual and organisation involved in sport, whether governmental or non-
governmental, amateur or professional, should combat intolerance and violence at sporting
events by all appropriate means.

V. We welcome the very valuable work that has been done by individuals, by the sports
movement, by governments and by European institutions concerning the universality of sport
and the need to keep it free of discrimination in all its forms, and express our support for all
those national and international sports organisations which have drawn up and implemented
plans of action to promote tolerance and fair play in sport.
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V. We regret the fact that some forms of sport have too often provided a pretext for
outbreaks of intolerance and violence, semetimes racist or xenophobic in character, as well
as for showing those tendencies, such as the incidence of foul play, lack of discipline, doping
and corruption which are in contradiction with the fundamental values of sport and
undermine its effectiveness as a positive influence in society.

VL We believe that the following are the most important ways of creating a climate of
tolerance:

EDUCATION

just as intolerance is born of ignorance and misunderstanding, tolerance is engendered by
knowledge and understanding. It follows that everything begins amongst the young: at
home, in classrooms, on playing fields and in sports clubs.

AWARENESS
No opportunity should be missed to ensure that all sporting events, and any media coverage
associated with them, raise awareness of the message of tolerance.

PARTICIPATION
One of the most basic guarantees of fair play and tolerance is to ensure that as many people
as possible practise sport regularly within a sound ethical framework.

INCENTIVES

Rewards for outstanding examples of fair and tolerant behaviour are one way of helping
people to understand the importance of positive attitudes to the success of their sport as well
as of harmony and justice in society.

SANCTIONS
In the last resort, dispositions must exist in law and in the rules of sport to sanction
unacceptable discrimination and incitement to racial hatred by appropriate means,

COMMUNICATION
Most of these elements depend for their effectiveness on communication of clear and
unambiguous information amongst all individuals and organisations concerned.

In this context, we recommend to all potential partners the guidelines set out in the
Appendix to this Declaration.
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With this in mind, we

1. encourage all countries to find ways, at national level:

- to ensure that sport plays its full role in campaigns to promote tolerance in society
as a whole;

- to devise national plans of action on sport, tolerance and fair play using the
guidelines in the Appendix to this Declaration;

- to consider organising joint sports projects with neighbouring countries and/or
countries of origin of minority groups to promote tolerance and help dispel prejudice
between different groups;

2. invite all governmental and non-governmental organisations to share their experience
through exchanges of information concerning their efforts to promote tolerance and fair play;

3. invite all sports organisations which have not yet done so {o adopt action plans on
tolerance and fair play;

4, invite the media to give their support to the promotion of tolerance and fair play and
to consider ways of giving more prominence to the subject, as well as to events and
campaigns organised to promote it;

5. invite the organisers of forthcoming major international sports events to work out
initiatives for promoting tolerance and fair play through these events;

6. invite sponsors of sporting events and sport organisations to include clauses in
sponsorship agreements whereby the sponsored orgamsations or persons undertake to
support the aims of tolerance and fair play to the best of their ability;

7. appeal to sports stars to use their influence to help promote tolerance and fair play;
8. invite the Council of Europe to give appropriate follow-up to this Declaration;

9. invite all national and international organisations, both governmental and nen-
governmental, which have influence in the domains of activity covered by this Declaration,

including:

- The European Union (Parliament, Commission and Committee of the Regions)
~ Unesco

- The International Olympic Commitiee

- National and international sports organisations

to bear the aims of this Declaration in mind in the conduct of their activities and, it they have
not already done so, to take appropriate action.
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APPENDIX

Guidelines for action programmes
on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play
The following guidelines are divided into two parts, each having its own aims and needs:

1. Encouraging national programmes to promote Tolerance wnd Fawr Play and climinate
discrimination and racism

2. Encouraging infernational programmes aimed at strengthening the positive values of each
sport, and promoting the principles of tolerance and fair play at major international events

Aims

With the support and close co-operation of all concerned:

- to promote tolerance and fair play in and through sport using concrete measures and
activities;

- to create and consolidate, in and around sport, a morality which maintains and
strengthens the positive values of sport for individuals and society.

1. National programmes to promote Tolerance and Fair Play aml eliminate
discrimination and racism

Covernments, regional and local authorities, national, regional and local sports organisations
should support, in their respective fields of competence, action to promate telerance and fair
play, each country stressing the aspects retevant to its national situation.

National campaigns against discrimination and in favour of tolerance could make use of
sport in their efforts to raise awareness and modify behaviour.

All programmes aimed at promoting tolerance and fairness in sport or society should
embody, as a basic prerequisite, equitable treatment for and participation by women at all
levels in the organisation and practice of sport.

1.1 Children and young people

Priority could be given to encouraging training for sports administrators and trainers and
others involved in the fight against discrimination and intolerance. For this purpose, training
and information material should be prepared for parents, coaches and teachers on telerance
and fair play in sport as proposed in the Council of Europe’s Code of Sports Ethics.
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1.1.1  Schools could be encouraged to educate pupils in sports ethics from an early age, and
teachers, including physical education teachers, could be helped to draw up
appropriate course material.

1.1.2  Sports clubs, especially those who work with schools, could be encouraged to
consider education in tolerance and fair play as part of their rule.

1.1.3 Activities could be devised to raise parents’ awareness of the importance of fairness
and tolerance in their children’s sporting lives.

1.1.4  Rules could be re-examined to see whether they sufficiently reflect the principles of

Fair Play and Tolerance, make games and sport more attractive, particularly for young
people, and encourage the practice of sport on a social level.

1.2 Sport for All and amateur sport in general

More effort is needed to remove obstacles to participation in sport on all levels for all groups
in society, most particularly for women, and for those groups which are not equally
represented in sport, or excluded by custom or practice. The aim should be to promote
conditions in which everyone can, within reason, participate or be involved fully in the sport
of their choice on an equal basis.

The practice of sport can be encouraged and developed by improving the availability and
attractiveness of sports facilities, particularly in districts where intolerance poses a particular
problem.

13 Spectator sport and professional sport

Sport can be a focus for tensions, but it can also be the means of creating a climate of
tolerance for the benefit of society as a whole'.

1.3.1  National federations, clubs, organisers and the media could work togzether, with the
support of public authorities, to draw up and implement action plans in favour of
tolerance and fair play as part of countries’ national sporting life. These plans could
involve coaches, trainers, sports participants and players, teams and clubs, schools,
young people, and parents.

1.3.2  Players and athletes have great potential influence on spuectators, especially voung
people, and this influence could be used to support actions in the field of tolerance
and fair play.

Projects in professional and spectator sport such as "Fairstandnis” tGermany . “Diserimination
offside” (Netherlands), "Kick racism out of foothall (United Kingdont have adready proved
their worth, as have other, mare general fair play promotion caperingents sl as “schaols
withaut racism” (Belgium), the “Blue Card” (France) or the "Groen Card” ¢ ndand and otherst,
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Stress should be laid on encouraging positive behaviour rather than merely repressing
unacceptable conduct. Nevertheless, plans can only be credible if they are backed up
by appropriate, effective sanctions.

Sports organisations, sports clubs and their officials could consider adopting policies
for treating all sportsmen/women equally in recruitment and selection for positions
at all levels in their clubs.

One board or committee member could be given responsibility for matters of
Tolerance and Fair Play in his or her club. He or she would then be the person to
whom people could turn to for all activities in this field.

In order to prevent unacceptable behaviour in the long term, sports erganisations
could develop an approach geared to the needs of their "customers” - i.e members /
supporters. In larger clubs or associations, an extensive network of stewards could be
part of this approach.

Sports organisations are recommended to consider the following as part of their plans

of action for tolerance:

1.4.1

142

1.4.3

1.4.4

145

1.4.6

examining the wording of their codes of conduct and ethics;

preparing guidelines and plans for competitions and major events which stimulate
fair and tolerant attitudes amongst spectators and supporters;

ensuring that spectators are fully informed about the rules of games and sports as
well as the regulations applicable in stadia and the law concerning discrimination and
racist behaviour;

providing appropriate sanctions for unacceptable behaviour;

creating and publicising schemes to reward fair play and proper behaviour by
spartspeople, clubs, teams and spectators;

educating spectators and the media to respect the decisions of officials, and examining
the potential of technological means to provide umpires, judges and referees with
more objective data. The transparency of decisions is a major factor in maintaimng a
sporting atmosphere,
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2, Encouraging international programmes aimed at strengthening the positive values
of each sport, and promoting the principles of tolerance and fair play at major
international events

2.1 Introduction

Many international sports organisations have acknowledged their great responsibility in the
fight against intolerance and violence in sport and for the promotion of Tolerance and Fair
Play. They can guide and support their member organisations in tackling the problems by
drawing up comprehensive rules which include positive and negative sanctions.

22 Promotion of Tolerance and Fair Play

221  International sports organisations could examine the rules of their game or sport and
their competitions, including the role and powers of referecs, umpires and officials
to see what more can be done to promote the principles of tolerance and fair play,
particularly with regard to disciplinary codes and the terms of reference of
disciplinary commissions.

2.22  They could encourage their member associations to adapt their own rules to exclude
any unacceptable discrimination.

223 Clubs and officials could be helped to be more aware of, and te know how to deal
with discrimination and intolerance amongst spectators and/or players.

224 Rules could ensure that, where sanctions are imposed on clubs or individuals, they
should be applied rapidly and effectively.

2.25 The media could consider ways in which the impact of the poertrayal of outbreaks of
unacceptable behaviour can be reduced, and more prominence given to examples of
good practice.

23 Organisers of sports events could make use of the measures laid down in the
European Convention on Spectator Violence and the recommendations of its Standing
Committee.

24 Special characteristics of nuajor infernationnl events

Major events, such as the 1996 European Football Championships in bEngland and the
Olympic Games in Atlanta, USA and the 1998 Football World Cup in France and Winter
Olympics in Japan can be used to reinforce the promotion of Tolerance and Fair Play and to
fight intolerance and violence. The same applies to other international events extensively
covered by the media, such as tennis, volley-ball, golf, ski-ing, cveling, motor-racing and
football.

European document
ont discrimination of gays & leshians in sport



-9 . CDDS (96) 10 rev

The relevant international sports organisations, participating countries and all participants,
officials and spectators are encouraged to become actively involved in this action.

2.4

242

243

244

245

246

Every means of information {television and press advertising, hoardings, display
screens, public address systems, leaflets, etc.) can be used to raise awareness of the
values of tolerance and fair play and the existence, and the aims and the mechanics
of tolerance and fair play programmes.

All participants could make a declaration on telerance and fair play before or at the
start of the event, either before leaving their countries or at the opening; media
coverage could increase impact.

Schemes to reward good, fair and tolerant behaviour could be further developed.

The regulations governing participation in international sport events could provide
for a Fair Play clause (anti-violence/anti-discrimination). Sanctions for intolerant or
discriminatory behaviour by players, officials or supporters could be incorporated in
contracts (where appropriate) or rules,

Following the example of UEFA, Fair Play competitions could be extended to cover
spectators’ behaviour and plans drawn up to avoid unacceptable behaviour in sports
venues. Spectators and clubs, etc, should then be well informed about the
consequences of any shortcomings in this respect.

Spectators could take part in selectine winners of Toleranve and Fair Play prizes for
g yvp
participants,
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Tolerance in sport :
the Council of Europe goes into action

STRASBCURG. 08 03.36 - The 39 nation COUNCIL OF EUROPE and ths Netherlands authorties will be

arganising an international Round Table an Spart, Tolerance and Fair Play in Amsterdam on 11 Aprii
1996,

Originally proposed by the Nethedands Spors Minister, Erca TERPSTRA. the Round Table wiil
be held on the eve of the *Eurn '96” teotball champienship. it wil be atended by young peopla, sports
stars, media representatives and ofticials from more than 40 European courtrias and will give the Europaan
public 3 panoramic survey of projects and lnittativas asmed at promoting tolerance in spon. A taievision
programme ("European Sperts Night*). recorded on the night of 11 April and shown an vanous Eumpean
channels the tollowing day. will show how things can go wrong - and what the aures are.

This event is cne of the tirst results of the Council ot Europe’s Bth Comlerencs of Ministers of Spont
{Lisbor, May 1395}, which calied for an end to vioience in spon, both off and on the fieid. In a resoiution
on tolerance and sport, the Ministers strassad that “wall-known teams and sports stars have a particular
responsibility because they reprasent roie modsts, espacally tor the young™,

It 1s also pant of the European Youth Campaign against Intolerance. taunched by the Courcil of
Europe's Meads of State and Governmert at the Vienna Summit (October 1993}, which calls an groups.
individuals and particylarty young peopie to commit thamsaives to the fight against ali torms of iolerance.

A press conferenca intraducing the Round Table will be held at 16 h 30 on Monday 11 March
at the Netherlands Ministry of Health, FRness and Spont, Churchiiilaan 368, RLISWIJK.

Press contact in Strasboury: Francesc X. FERRER, Courncil of Europe Press Service (Tal.
+33/88 4128 96; Fax +33/88.41.27 89)
in Rijswik: Gant RIPHAGEN, Ministry of Health. Finess and Sport {Tel.

+31.70/340 51,63, Fax +31 70/340.62 82)
Ref. 11556}

The Cauncil of Europa and Sport

The Council of Europe’s sports paliey 15 formudated by the Committee for the Development of Spoet, which meets once 3 yaar,
It comprises repraseratives of govarmments and privale organisations, and co-ordinates sctiviies. ita a2 pan of the work of the

The European Sports Charter ays down the Counci o Ewrope’s sports poicy in outtine. s purpose Is Io promate spovt, bothy
professional and amatew. it is based on tha concepot of sport for all, ang amphasisas the importanes of safety, mespact ke the

enwronment and adaquate funding. 1t is supelementad by a Code of Spots Ethies, which highlights fair play as one of the basic
vaiues of sport.

The Eurapesn Convention an Spectator Vislancs Infaduces measures 1o guarantse trowd salsly at majr fxtures,

wa
Ga
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EGLSF
European Gay & Lesbian
Sport Federation

European Gay & Lesbian Sport Fedexation {EGLSF) about
the declaration: regrettable: no recognition of gays
& lesbians in sport

Although the draft declaration implicitly fights alil
forma of discrimination and is against unfair play,
the inclusion of gay sportsmen and women is not
explicitly acceptad. Bince one in twenty sportsmen

or women is gay, & conzsiderable part of the sport-
community is still feeling unrecognized.

The Furcpean federation (EGLSF) with about 60 organi-
sations in 10 CE (Council of Europe) countries is
very disapointed with this result. With this draft
declaration the CE missed a chance. Despite construc-
tive attempts by some delegates in the making of this
draft declaration to include fair play towards gay &
lesbians in sport, explicit recegniticn of tolerance
towards gays in the draft declairation has not been
succesful.

The EGLSF hopes, that the Dutch project on emancipa-
tion and integration of gays in sport will be follo-
wed by other KGO's and Governmental sportorganisati-
ons in the CE-countries. This bi-annual project is
implemented by the bDutch Cultural Sportfederation
(NCS) and the Foundation Gay Integration through
Sports & Activities Holland (GISAHM). This project is
financially supported by the Dutch Ministry of He-
alth, Welfare and Sport (VWS). EGLSF welcomes this
kind of projects.

ECLSF also welcomes people to attend EGLSF's EURO-
GaMES. It's an european sportevent where more than
3000 gayfriendly and gay sportsmen and women meet and
compete in 1B sports. This event takes place in
Berlin from May 16th to 19th.

The European Federation will stimulate its menmbers to
initiate processes in regard of the making of natio-
ral actionplans on Fair Play and Tolerance which
includes acceptance of gay sportsmen and women. We
kindly invite other European Sport Assoclaticns to
co-~operate on this issue. Together we can achiesve a
step forward in TOLERANCE and FAIRPLAY in the deepest
meanings of these words.

Ben Baks Urs Fankhauser

President & General Secretary
Member of the Dutch Steering

committee on Fair Play, Tolerance and Sport

. Cegetral Address:
11 april 1996, Amsterdam, Bt stiast
SRR EY Daeee Bl
Lirs Fankhauser Thie Mot Lot
General Secretary Metnbies nf e
) fraferalion 6 Ly 4 srns.
Hotarpesrasse 39 phoe priviite RV AL A0
KOtey Zuris h ol volstetqayspon o tbetersbaer gl £ omppen e
it 2er L] worbtbwlde wel Bl fiwww gaysport org [rept Hoegp 1o V315152
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* *
%* * Council of Europe / Conseil de 'Europe
m * * m F-67075 Strasbourg cedex (France)
Tél +33/388 412000
OF EUROPE * 4 * DE L'EUROPE Fax: +33/3 88 41 27 78
Email : Gcoalf
Parliamentary Assembly m%;mgtp-_ﬁsat?;s_cxfr;

Assembiée parlementaire

Doc. 8319
10 February 1999

Situation of lesbians and gays in the member states of
the Council of Europe

Motion for a resolution
presented by Mrs Karlsson and others

; This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only the members who have

H

signed it

1. In the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the rights of homosexuals were
last discussed in the early eighties. The discussion centred mainly on the decriminalisation of
homosexuality between consenting adults in private.

2 With the enlargement of the Council of Europe in the nineties, short discussions took
place in refation to the accession criteria for new members and to the situation in Romania. These
again centred on the criminal law. But the European Convention on Human Rights and its
protocols encompass a much broader range of issues. There is surprisingly little information on
the situation of lesbians and gays in many Council of Europe member states. Unfortunately, this
is not because there is no discrimination, but rather because homosexuality is taboo in many
member states and discriminatory attitudes are widely prevalent.

3. In order to help bring about a Europe in which lcsbians and gays can live free from
discrimination, the Assembly decides :

to compile a report on discrimination against lesbians and gays in Council of
Europe member states and, based on this report,

- to draw up a common framework of recommendations to serve as a basis for
legislation and non-discriminatory practices in this ficld in member states.
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Signed : '

Karlsson, Austria, SOC

Behrendt, Germany, SOC
Etherington, United Kingdom, SOC
Freitag, Germany, SOC
Gelderblom-Lankhout, Netherlands, LDR
Jiger, Germany, SOC

Judd, United Kingdom, SOC
Langthaler, Austria, NR

Lorcher, Germany, SOC

Roth, Germany, SOC

Schloten, Germany, SOC

Schiitz, Germany, SQC

Wodarg, Germany, SOC

S0OC: Socialist Group

EPP/CD: Group of the European Peopie’s Party
EDG:European Democratic Group

LDR : Liberal, Democratic and Reformers” Group
UEL : Group of the Unilied European Left

NR : Notregistered in a group

[ 2%
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Addresses of relevant European institutions

COUNCIL OF EURQPE

Committee for the Development of Sport (CDDS) phone:
¢/o Ditectotate of Education, Cultute and Sport fax:
67075 STRASSBOQURG CEDEX email:
France

CLEARING HOUSE

Huropean Sports Information Center of the Council of Europe

Espace 27 Septernber (4C 124) phone:
Leopold-11 laan 44 fax:
1080 BRUSSELS email:
Belgium

EURCPEAN UNION
Directorare General X (DGX)
Sports secton

Rue de la Loi 200

1049 BRUSSELS

Belgium

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Commirree on Educarion, Culrure & Sport
Rue Belliard 97-113

1047 BRUSSELS

Belgiumn

EUROPEAN NON GOVERNMENTAL SPORT ORGANISATION

¢/ 0 Deutscher Sport Bund phone:
Oto-Fleck-Schneisse 12 fax:
60525 FRANKFURT AM MAIN

Germany

EUROPEAN FAIR PLAY MOVEMENT

same address as ENGSO phone:

fax:

EUROPEAN WOMEN IN SPORT

¢/0 Ms, Pirjo Puskala phone:
Finnish Sports Federadon fax:
00093 SLU

Finland

EUROQOPEAN SPORTS CONFERENCE
Permanent secrerariar: Mr. P. Nimnaus

Pr. Eugenstrasse 12

1040 VIENNA

Austria

EUROPEAN GAY & LESBIAN SPORT FEDERATION

P.O.Box 10668 phone:
25301 HR THE HAGUE email:
The Netherlands weh:

GAY INTEGRATION THROUGH SPORTS & ACTIVITIES HOLLAND

P.OBox 13.846 phone:
2501 EV THE HAGUE ernail:
The Netherlands web:

European document
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+33-(0)388-412 000/637
+33-(0)388-412 755
george walker@coe. fr

+32(2)-413 28 93
+32-(2)-413 28 90
clearing house@cfwb.be

+49-(0)69-670 03 49
+49-(0)69-967 405 94

+49-(0)69-695 016 20
+49-(0)69-677 18 26

+35-(0)89-348 16 05
+35-(0)89-348 16 02

+31-(0)70-3642 442
eglsfligaysportorg
www.gavsport.org/ eglsf

+31-(0)70-397 32 54
gisah@gaysporr.org
www.gaysport.org/gisab
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Short introductions on EGLSF and GISAH

EGLSF

EGLSF stands for Furopean Gay & Lesbian Sport Federation. Coundess sports groups from different Furopean
countries have joined the Federation. The EGLSF strives towards an improvement in the sport climate within
European countries. Bringing sportsmen and sportswomen together, emancipation and integration are important
objectives. For this reason the EGLSF gives out information about gay/lesbian sport & clubs and sporting events in
their quarterly magazine "Wetwork’ along with the European Tournament Calendar. The EGLSF has access to an
extensive sports club directory. Together with GISAH, the EGLSEF manage an internet site http:/ /www.gavsport.org.
Under the auspices of the EGLSF, the annual, EuroGames are held in a European city, EuroGames is a muld sport
event where thousands of sportsmen and sporiswomen, gay/lesbian people, and gay /lesbian friendly people, meet.
In principle, anybody can take part in this fair play event. As well as this, the EGLSF collects complaints about
discrimination towards gav/lesbian sportsmen and woren within Europe, these are put together in a European
"black book’. The EGLSF was founded in 1989 in The Hague, The Netheriands.

GISAH

The foundation Gay Integration through Sports & Activities Holland (GISAH) is the Dutch advocate for gay
sportsmen and women in the Netherlands. Abour 40 gay/lesbian sportclubs are linked to this platform. The mission
of this platform is w0 strive for 2 sport climate in Holland, where there is place for evervone. This is done, amongs:
others, by improving the participadon of gays & lesbians in sport. To reach its objectives, GISAH is co-operating
with other Dutch sportorganizations and initiates national and local projects, Projects that vary from publicity and
research to educational projects. Beside these projects, GISAH also provides the Dutch network of gay sportclubs
with information by its gaysport.org website. The projects of GISAH are supported by natonal and local authorities.
A black book on disciminaton was published in 1992. Since 1988, GISAH is based in The Hague,

... and don’t forget to also visit Gaysport.Org:

our joint information service on the world-wide-web
Esctensive tnformation on gay and lesbian sports all over the world, Tnternational Towrnament Calendar, § poridates service, EuroGames
infarmation, Gay Games Apiiterdan: and Sydney, Research & Politics on Sports ... and much more!

www.gaysport.org
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The Council of Europe’s declaration on Fair Play & Tolerance in Sport and the Furopean Union’
Amsterdam Treaty on Sport and against discrimination marks a growing awareness of the
importance of sport in society. Its also makes National and European sport and {(non-)governmental
organisations aware of its potential to build bridges between regular and gay/lesbian sport. One out
of Twenty sportsmen and sportswomen is gay of leshian. Discrimination of gays & lesbiansin- .
society and in sports in particular is omnipresent in many European countries. That 15 Why in m‘my
regions of Europe gays & lesbians are (still) left off side. B

This situation brings problems that need to be faced and bndges thai: need to be bu:lld’ o overcome
these problems. A Europe of Sport without any discrimination an&-mml@ance is a common goal
that has been set several times by sport organisations and various administrations in Europe and in
its regions. Sport as an instrument for fair play, tolerance and integration is a real challenge for the
future. A challenge to both sides, the ‘regular sport’ and gmermnental organisations and institutions
in Europe, but also for the ‘gay sport’. o :
This Furopean document OFF SIDE is to contnbute to a beﬁer tmderstandmg between all parties,

who strive for a better sport climate in Europe and an mt@gratlon process for gay sportsmen and
lesbian sportswomen and a better understandmg of athlet(a-b with a different background than most
other athletes. .

August 1999

European Gay & Lesbian Sport Federation (EGLSF)
P.O. box 10.668 .- .
2501 HR The Hague
The Netherlands e
phone: +31-70-3.642.442
email: eglst@gaysport.org

web: WWW.gaysport.org
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