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Introduction

This Reportis the first report ever wrirten on the subject: integradon process in Europe and about Tolerance and
Fair Play in Sport in general, and on gays & lesbians in sport in pardcular. It was made on the occasion of the Round
table conference in Den Haag, the Netherlands. The conference was held on 5 March 1999, The conference theme
was: Building bridges berween regular sport and gav/lesbian spore. Mr. John Blankenstein, former FIFA top football
referee chaired the conference.

Because of this special Round Table conference and the 10th anniversary of the EGLSF, the Swiss Ambassador to
the Netherlands, Mr, Reimann, officially welcomed all participants to the conference at the Swiss Residence in The
Hague. Zurich is the official host of EuroGames 2000. For a photographic impression of this occasion: see page 60.

Mr. Blankenstein
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Building bridges between the
regular sport and gays/lesbians in
sport

in Europe

Tntroduction speech by Mr. Bernard Baks
president of GISAH and co-president of EGLSF

Ladies and gentlemen, preparmng this mtroduction speech was not easy. Wandering what to say to vou all and there is
so much o report to vou abour sport, fair play, and about respect to sportsmen and women with different
backgrounds.

For some organisations: a bridge too far

Ladies and gentlemen, building bridges is casy said but not easv done at 2 one-day conference. You don't have ro be
an architect w0 sav this. It is sad that the subject of this conference seems to be a bridge too far for many
governmental and non-goveramental sport organisations throughout Europe. This no show makes clear that many
regular national and European sport organisations and msdtutions are not ready to cross the bridge to gays &
lesbians in societv in general and 1n sport in partdcular,

But I am very glad that yex find your wayv 1o these Budding bridges conference. Among these organisations that
accepted our invitaton are the Netherlands Olvmpic Comumittee and the Netherlands Culwral Sport federation. For
all of vou, I am convinced that by the end of this Round Table conference your ool kit for finding and crossing this
bridge will be improved. And T hope many good things will come out of this conference!

Butlding bridges in Sport berween people with different background, berween the regular sport and the lesbian & gay
sportsmen/women in Furope, Thar is this conference theme and also thas is the challenge of this conference. Bur
how long is that bridge? Many people say that Sport has a good rradinon of bringing different people together. So do
we really need o build a bridge to find each other? And will it be easy to cross that bridge from both sides? Is it easy
to find that bradge anyway? As an inmwoduction to this conference, T will ry o answer some of these quesdons in
fifteen minutes.

One out of twenty is gay/lesbian

The chair of this Conference, Mr Blankenstein, asked vou to vore on the question of how many people in society ace

gay or lesbian, The right figure is 5%, one out of twenty is gay or lesbian, This factis based on the American Kinsey

report from 1953 and more recendy from a Dutch report by the University of Uwrechrt from 1969 (Mr. Tielman).

Discrimination in sport is immanent

Ladies and gendemen since vou all are involved in spost, vou must have notdeed that sociery is reflected in spor. It
18 a pity to say bur this includes discrimination of gavs & leshians. Discriminaton of gavs & lesbians in sport is
immanent. This serious conclusion was drawn from a research study by the Usniversity of Amsterdam, in the
Netherlands
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(Mr.Hekma, 19943, In the recent November Euro Barometer an inquiry by the Furopean Commission amongst
voung Buropeans in all European countries revealed thar discriminaton of gays and lesbians is still immanent,
although this does not apply w all countries in Europe.

Many gavs & lesbians are not attracted to participate in regular sport

A second conclusion of this research study of the University of Amsterdam was the effect of this widespread
discrimination: many gavs & leshians do not feel atrracred o the regular sport. T consider this as a challenge for
change for both partdes. For the regular sporr and for the lesbian/ gay sport.

With these facts and figures [ lke to share some interestng developmments with you. Aad I know that the keynote
speakers and workshop presenters will certainly go into these facts, figures and developments. Letr me presenr you,
briefly, four developments,

Sport higher on the social political agenda

First of all the Amsterdam Treary of the Furopean Communiry and the Counal of Europe’s declaration on Fair Play
& Tolerance have brought Sport higher on the polidcal agenda. At last Sport 1s now acknowledged for its imporance
for our sociery. Sport can attribute to more social cohesion and participation in sociery. Sport is no longes
exchusively our private domain, it is part of the social polideal debate now. This development should be a challenge o
gavs; lesbians but also to policyvmakers to include fair play to gay sport.

Separate gay/lesbian sport clubs are booming

Another interesting development s the enormous growth & popularity of gay and lesbian sport clubs in many
countries in Europe. Also thanks to the Gay Games Amsterdam gay and lesbian sport has grown in many, mostly
West European countries. Bur in many European counuies gays and lesbians still have to hide themselves. Related 1o
this development of separate sport clubs 1 lke to inform you about a suiking ourcome of a recent survey of the
University of Rotrerdam (Mr. Duyvendak, 1998) among 1600 representatves of the regular sport organisations. An
overwhelming majorisy answered that Sport should be practised together bur not apart, not separate. There seems to
be a strong oppositdon, saong sendment against separaton in sport. The Rowerdam survey included not only gays &
feshians but also ethnic minorites. Given this fact there seems to be a contradicdon berween the dominant ideology
of integration and the wend of separation in reality.

Recognition by authorities

Another development i that in some regions of Europe there seems 1o be a slow process of recognition by local and
national authorities of gav/lesbian sport. Examples from the Netherlands, Germany and Switzerland are known, We
will hear later about these and other examples later woday,

Coming out of top sportsmen/women

Although there are more developments I could menton, I ke to end up with one final development. There are
reports from some European countdes thar the mumber of gav & lesbian athleres chat make public that they are gay
ot lesbian is growing. But T have to admit that most of the tme this is done after they have finished their sport
careet.

Mister Chair, Ladies and Gendemen, 1 gave you some facts and highhighred some developments.

Tt would not be fair 1o vou 1o stop my inrroduction on this point. Without telling vou about some pitfalis, Because
fike I sad before, building bridges is not easy, somedmes vou can make mistakes. So w finish my introducnon, 1 hike
to share with vou some pitfalls, things that have been learned from pracrice, in the Netherlands and abroad.  know
that some Key note speakers and workshop presenters will show up with some pitfalls and problems thar they have
encountered.

This is my shortdist of pitfalls:
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Deadlock in regular sport organisations

First of all the deadlock sitvaton in regular sport organisadons. Because gays and lesbians are not visible in regular
sport organisations, these regular sporr organisations won't think of or do not feel the need to change their policy
rowards gays & lesbians, Simpiy because they are not visible, sport organisatons just say: there is no problem since
they're not in our organisadon. They easily can ignote the issue.

Absence of top gay football role models

Relared ro thus pitfall is the lack of role models. Especially in popular spores in Europe like football there are no gay
role models. For example in the Netherlands we are snll wairing for the first wop football player to come out. Since

our chatr of the conference is a gay top football referee, I am sure that he will tackle this issue in the ralk show this

afrernoon. T am convinced that positive gay role models in top foothall can conuibute to a better understanding of
gavs & lesbians in sport and certainly help o break down sdgmadsation.

Gay sport should not forget to link up with regular sport when time is ready

I like 1o end up with a pitfali that applies to countries in Europe where the process of building bridges is beginning o
start. So 1 am not speaking about all European countries. The pitfall in countries where the building of bridges has
started is the following. Separare gay or lesbian sport clubs might forger o link one way or the other way with the
regular sport in their country, Without making use of the advantages of regular sport organisations gay and lesbian
sport clubs might miss the opporninides that regular sport organisatons could offer to them. They also give room
for these organisations to lean back and not change their policy towards gavs & lesbians in sport.

Mister Chair, ladies and gentlemen, now I completed my introduction with these three major pitfalls T
would like to thank to end and say Let us cross the bridge!
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The State of the Play in Europe

Speech by M Conny Schilicke,
co-president of the Eurgpean Gay & Lesbian Sport Federation

The EGLSF represents about 50.000 Furopean sportsmen and women, 10.000 directdy through its membership and
40.000 either from non-member groups or within regular sporr chubs.

EGLSE did some statistic research in 1995 and the following vears amonyg its members and all other known
gav/lesbian sport groups.

As a service to our membership we maintain an address list of gav and lesbian sports groups in Furope,

EGLSF has got 260 entries in irs address list - there are an estimated 80 ro 100 more gav and lesbian sport groups in
Furope

Countries

Known Addresses of Gay and Lesbian
Sport Groups in Europe (Tot # 260)

Germany |

Umited Kingdom §

Netheriands |
France |
Switzerand

ltaly |

Belgium
Norway

Sweden [

Spain

Denmark

Austria

Latwa
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EGLSF has gathered addresses in 13 countries. In all of them sports groups are mainiy located in the big cides.
The highest otganizatonal degree and the most athletes can be found in Germany and the Netherlands.
{I'll come back to the UK laterl)

The first gay and lesbian sports groups have been founded in the beginning of the eighties in Cologne, Germany.

Maost of the Dutch and German clubs started as single sport groups with 10-20 members bur afrer 1-3 years became
muld sports clubs groups with woday some hundred members,

The largest sports clubs as of roday are the mixed club Janus from Cologne, the mostly gav club Vorspiel from
Berin, both having about 800 members and the woman only club Seitenwechsel alsa from Berlin with abour 500

members.

The major gav and lesbian sport events EuroGarmes and Gay Games induced a sigmficant growth of the sports
clubs and the founding of many new groups in the past years.

Although we have a lot of addresses from the UK it is mostly single sport groups with in toral less athletes than 1n the
Nerherlands, the majority being locared in London.

In France most clubs are located in Paris with a total of 1.000 athiers. Samuel Gouyer, president of the Parisian
vollevball club Contrepied will tell you more about it in the afternoon

We can only make assumprions on the low o practcally non-existing number of sports groups in the south and in
the east of Europe.

Religion, economy, culture and the social and polincal simaton in those countries have a significant influence on the
development of liberadon and emancipation movements.

Although this provides no obvious explanation for the low number of Scandinavian gav and lesbian sport groups.
Meanwhile — since Gay Games 1998 Amsterdam ~ also some Eastern European sports groups exist and I am happy

that Ms. Jessica Maerdn will report this afternoon about the situation in the Czech Republic.

Gender

Gay and Lesbian Sport Groups in
Europe - Seperated or Mixed?

Menonly s
B Woman only clubs
OMxedeclubs

28%

Most sports groups started separared, whereas in the ninedes there is a growing tendency to become a mixed club or
to even stare as a mixed group. As vou can see from the ple chart the present division is small or less even berween
the different wpes of groups.
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Sports

Most Popular Gay and Lesbian Sports in Europe

Bow fng

Rurning
Basketbali
Bailroom Dancing
Football

Sw imming

Badminton

Volieyball

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

This bar chart shows the percentage of how many clubs offer which sports.

It shows however NOT how many athletes are doing which sport.

If a club has seven volleyball reams itis counted as one as well as the vollevball club with only cne team.
Divided by gender the chart would be slighty different,

For sure football is 2 much maore lesbian than gay sport,

As swimming 15 a much mare gay than lesbian sport.

Conclusions

The fast growing number of clubs as well as of participants at major sport events speak their own language. We stll
need a g/1 environment like sport clubs, the European Federation, Euro Games and Gay Games!

Although some national sport bodies (e.g. Deutscher Sportbund as stated by Ms. Rydzy-Gotz, Dep. for International
Reladons) do have a different view on that.

More than half of the EGLSF membership is affifiated o different regular sports governing bodies and we are
looking forward to co-operating with them to overcome discimination where it stll can be found - on sports

grounds, in changing rooms, at tournaments or compednons, within regular sport federadions and elsewhere!

The EGLSF has already achieved a lot — but in many countries there is still a long, long way to go towards visibilite
and emancipation of gays and lesbians in sport!

Thank you!
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Politics and challenges for the
regular sport in Europe

Speech by Mr. Deter Pex,
chair of the Parliaprentary committee on Youth, §  port & Crilture
of the Enropean Parliament

Sports and its related issues develop and grow rapidly nowadays. In economic terms it accounts for 3% of

world rade.

The social impact of sport is clearly illustrated by the facr that one European out of three is actively
involved in a sport and thar there are more than 500,000 sports clubs in the European Union.

Treaty of Amsterdam

This development of sport demands the increasing involvement of the European Union in sportissues. Like Mr.
Baks already said, the imporrance of sport for sociery is made explicit in the Treasy of Amisterdans).

An example of the influence of Furope on sportis the Court’s Bosman ruling (1995, based on Art. 48: free
movement of persons). Bosman was a Belgian professional Football plaver who's case has made it possible for
professional Football players around Europe to move freely (like other Union works) between clubs in different
Member Seates.

Although the Bosman ruling only influences professional Foorball, it flustrates the European vision and impact on
spogts. This ruling shows thar the world of sports cannot only act according o its own rules.

Sport organizadons have to obey all legislaton, both natonal as Furopean as international treaties.

Professional sports are an economic activity

However, sport is not only an econemic acdvity, its specific nature should make is acknowledge its special role in
sociery accompanied by special responsibiines.

Three major arcas of EU reguladon and decision making affect sport directly:

L Free movement of persons: apart from the Bosman ruling, the European Commission has frequently been
contacted by people whose possibilides of active parnicipadon in a sportin a host country have been restricred.

They were refused w compere based on their natonaliry. This is a clear violadon of the Treaty which forbids
discnmination by natdonality.

2. Competition an Audiovisual policy: together with commercial cormnmunications:

Television rights have become the principal source of finance for professional sport. Therefore, given the rules
regarding competton and audiovisual policy, questions concerning the sale of exclusive broadcasting rights have
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become an on-going cause for debate. (pardeularly the Television Without Fronders Directive and the principles of
the Treary relating to free movement of services)

New regulations facilitate citizens to issue their right 1o ger information by giving thern the guarantee o be able to
wartch freely important sport events listed by the governments of the member states.

3. EU policies and actons:

As an activity engaged in by the general public, sport is affected by certain general policies, pardeularly in connection

with public health, education and vocarional waining for young people. Furthesmore, sport is an important tool in the
combat against social exclusion in Exrope. Sport can perform an educatonal funcion, in that it is a means of giving a
rrue view of some values in life, such as competitiveness, Fair Play, wlerance, accepting other people etc.

Additionally, sport has a social functdoen. Tt helps promoting a more inclusive seciety and can and should combar
intolerance, racism, vioieace, drug abuse and it can simulare 1nregradon of people excluded from the labour marker.
Sport gives peaple the opporrunity to feel that they belong ro a certain group, that they can wrust their fellow
sportsmen and that they can push themselves o a specific limar.

While sport promotes a number of positdve deals, it also has negative aspects in reladon both 1o individuals (injuries,
doping, discriminacon) and collectively (intolerance, violence). Some European initatves have been launched to
combat racism, discrimination and violence. These initatves can be distunguished by their targer groups {such as
immigrants, national minorities, women, homosexuals, disabled and socaliy less privileged people) and countries.

“I'he importance attached to sport as a way to promote inwgraton, undesstanding and acceprance of homosexuals is
enormous, as explained ealicr by Mr. Baks and Mrs, Garrelfs this morning.

It is essenrial ro advocare that sexual orienradon is not be an issue in spore. That is o say, it should not give a
problem to those coneerned. To establish an atmosphere of acceptance of gays and lesbians in the world of sports
should be a normal duty for sport rganizatons and thetr leaders.

European Parliament against discrimination of gays and lesbians
The European Parliament is against all kinds of discriminagon by sexual ortentarion.

The parliament successfully pledged for a non-discriminadon clause in the Treary of Amsterdam, in which the word
sexual orentadon are specifically menrdoned.

A movement within the EP promodng these issues is the Intergroup for Fgual Rights for Gays and Lesbians. It
consists of Members of the European Parliament and makes recommendadons for acton.

Examples of subjeces dealt with m this Intergroup are:

* the legal requirements in Austria where the minimum age for sexual contacts is higher for homosexuals than for
hererosexuals, and

* the suppaort of ACCEPT in their mission t change the penal code in Rumarnia, where gay sex is sall a criminal
offence.

Acceptance of gays and lesbians in sport is a two way street.
It demands from gav sports men and women, especialiv those on wop positions, being open about their sexual

orientaton.
Show the youngsters that they are not alone. Give them rthe courage 1o do the same.
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It is like poliges.

Sport organizations have to obey the law.
Discriminaton is against the law.

I demand from responsible leaders of spott clubs to stimulate full acceptance of gay sportsmen and
wornern.
I demand from them measures against all acts of discrimination no matter what kind.

I sexual orientation is not an issue anymore in sport, special sport activides like the gav games can stop their
existence.

Unsal then, however, as far as I am concerned, gay sport acdvities deserve support from politcal bodies.
1 am proud having been able to contrbute w subvendon from the EU of the Amsrerdam gay games

Building bridges is the item of today
Let us build bridged based on acceprance of legsiaton, on normal standards and values of civilisation, that is

acceptance of any fellow human being as being equal.
Letall peopie in sport being good spores.
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The power of sports brings
people together

Speech by Mri. Rog Gnarto,
Representative of the Dederation of Gay Ganses

First, let me say how wonderful it is to be here ar a conference that is essendally about the power of
sports to bring people together. It is hard for me w imagine this tvpe of conference being held in the
Unired States. There still seems to be licde interest in discussing the topic of gavs and lesbians in sporrs in
the USA. Quire frankly, sports remains one of the last places of acceptable homophobia. Just recently,
the leading professional sports agent in the United States was interviewed on national television and
admirted rthat he could negotate a better conmacr for a client convicred of murder than for a client who
was an out homosexual! So vou can see, we still have a lot of bridges to build in sports in the Unired
States 1f we are going to increase tolerance and decrease discriminaton in thart area.

Regardless of where we each come from, we are all witnesses, in one way or another to the importance of
sports to individuals, and to society in general. Wherher we are talking about professional sports,
mternational amateur compettion, or even the “weekend athlere”,

To change the world

For those of you that are not familiar with the Gay Games, they are a mula-spotts event held every four
vears, and they are based on the principals of partcipation, inclusion and the pursuir of one’s personal
best. At their most basic level, the Gay Games are open to everyone, regardless of gender, age, race,
sexual orientation or ability. At the last Gay Games, held in Amsterdam in 1998, we had more than
15,000 parncipants, from 78 countries. 42% of our participants were women, and 50% of all Europeans
participating were women. The Federation of Gay Games is the internatonal governing body of the Gay
Games movemenrt. We have almost 50 members, made up of individuals and organizatons from four
conunents.

"Those of us involved in the organizadon of the Gay Games talk a lot abour the power of the Gay Games
“to change the wortld”. As you might imagine, we have had numerous internal debates abour this
concept, but in essence, we are saving that the Gay Games gives us a chance to effect change in the world
through sporzs.

We all know we are living in a ime when international mainstream sports are in serious crisis. ... whether it
1s doping and bribery scandals, hooliganistm and violence, or dealing with the growing commercialism in
professional and amarteur sports. . ...the wotld of sporrs is in trouble.

Bur those of us involved in sports, also know the power and possibility of sports both on the individual
level, when we watch a dedicated atilete reach deep down inside tw find that something extra, and on the
team level, witnessing a group of people working together for the greater good. By extension, sports can,
and often does have, an intense community building effecr.
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The Gay Games is the largest gay and lesbian international event in the world. They have occurred in 3
different countries, are on their way to their third condnent, and have reached out to thousands of people
across the globe. The Games have often become an organizational catalyst in communities and cities
where ir has historically been too dangerous or difficult for the gay and lesbian community to organize in
order to fight for gay and leshian emancipadon. The Games have often been the first time that these
people have organized as gays and lesbians....and it is sports thar gives them the organizing motivaton.

Inclusion and diversity in sports

So, how do we build bridges and effect change differently than any other event....by staying committed 1o
our founding principals of inclusion, participation and the pursuit of one’s personal best, and by doing so
in a way as visible as possible.

The idea of inclusion and diversity, regardless of our individual differences and abilities, is a well-
developed concept in the Gay Games world that has engendered respect from the seraight world. By
challenging ourselves in our pursuit of our own personal bests, we challenge the world’s view of us as 2
commuaity. When so much of discriminaton and mntolerance is based on ignorance, the Gay (Games
educares by showing that gavs and lesbians are more alike than we are different from heterosexuals.

We operate under the true Olymmpic ideal of education through sport. We break down stereotypes and we
do it across all barriers. Bur the change T am talking about is not only about making sports more tolerant
and acceptng of homosexuals, but also working roward the emancipation of gavs and lesbians in society
at large by using sports as 2 bridge to effect change.

From a visibility standpoint, we can point to incredible strides over the last few vears, especially in
Europe. Although Gay Games 1V in New York in 1994 did get 2 lot of local mainstream news coverage,
Gay Games V in Amsterdam had both the Opening and Closing Ceremonies televised on Dutch narional
television. Over 1,000 journalists from around the world were accredited, helping to spread the word
about the Gay Games. Thanks to the growing visibility of the Gay Games, both the straight world and
the gav and lesbian community can witness and celebraze the richness and diversity of our communiry.

Another practical example of the type of change possible through the Gay Games, and one of the things
the Federation of Gay Games is most proud of, was the work we did in convincing the United Srares
government to waive its discriminatory immigration policy banning entry to the Unired Seates to anyone
with HIV. Not only did Gay Games pardcipants and spectators recerve a waiver against this ban, the
Federation was given the opportunity to provide gay and lesbian sensitvity training ro customs and
immigradon officials at major ports of entry into the couniry.

And from a sports standpoint, we realized early on that in order to run world class sporting events 1n over
30 sports and to give our participants the types of tournaments they have come o expect, both in
mainstream sports and in their regular leagues at home, Gay Games organizers must seek guidance from
mainstream spotts and governing bodies. There is no need to reinvent the wheel! By learning to work
with local mainstream sporting bodies in the organization and officiating of the Gay Games, we have had
opportunities in many instances to work together for the first dme toward a common goal. Mainstream
sportdng bodies stop seeing us as gay and lesbian runners, wresters or swimmers, and start seeing us as
JUST runners, wresters and swimmers. Thev see people volunteering for four vears to prepare for an
influx of 15,000 people from around the w old for one week of compedton. .. they see visitors commuitred
to their sports, dedicated to doing their personal bests and grateful for the help and inpur of evervone
organizing the event,
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Regular sport and gay/lesbian sport can learn from each other

And somenmes something else happens. Not only do we learn from these experienced mainstream sporting
organizatons, they also learn from us. They learn about community, about celebration, about inclusion, and they
even learn that a same sex ballroom dancing competiton in Amsterdam can be as mesmerizing and as high quality as
any other baliroom dance competiton.

As the Gay Games movement continues to grow and is introduced to even more people around the
world, we will remain commirred to organizing our sports event based on our founding principles of
inclusion, paracipation for all and the pursuit of one’s personal best. Because in the end, we continue to
witniess the power of the Games, through sports, to contributes to the fight for gar and lesbian
emancipation and integradon.
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How normal is different?

Speech by Mre. Net Garrelfs,
miember executive board of the Netherlands Cultural Sport federation NCS

Officially there is no discriminaton of gays and lesbians in the Netherlands. In this country unknown or strange is
often intally condemned.

Before I go any further with my speech I would like 1o tell something abour the organisation that I represent.

The NCS is a ‘two in one” sports association. In other words, an umbrella organisation and 2 multiple sports
association. The umbrella funcion covers determining the national sports policies in co-operation with the Ministry,
Netherlands Olympic Committee (NOCsNSF} and others. Within the umbrella organisadon we attempt to draw the
social aspect of sport to the aventdon of the policy makers.

The NCS multiple-sports association represents abour 36 different sports and 225.000 recreational sportsmen and
sporsswomen, Our aim is to improve the quakity of sports by supporting the varous chibs and associations so thar
sport is accessible to evervone,

Sport for everyone

Evervone is unigue, as you are here, as a private person, bur also as sports associadon. So also the philosophical
umbrella organisations and the technical sports associations are unique. We at the NCS find it important to be
ourselves and in doing so recognise ‘the human aspect’.

The philosophy of the NCS s and always will be that evervone wishing to take past in a sport must be afforded the
opportunity to do so, Therefore: low thresholds, keep financial thresholds low and eradicare participation thresholds.
Iz is our job o activate clubs and associadons to open their doors w ethaic and cultural minorides and o people with
chronic disorders.

Diversiy in culture and background can contribute 1o guality in sport.

We are a recreation-sports associadon within which competiions are also played. We are not averse to sporting
achievements, however we are of the opinion thar competition and top-sport do not form the decisive domain.
Within the vision of the NCS, yourh, elderly and recreational sport all have their own right to exist. Nat evervone is
equally ralented or has the need (o arain the highest sporting achievements, It is not the rules and regulatons that are
the most imporrant in the NC8, people and the pleasure they have while practising sport are of prime importance.
Rules and regulations should not stand in the wav of the pleasure and the game.

The NCS exists now for almost 75 vears. In 2001 we will celebrate this jubilee and if we have it our way: in a big way,
for and with all of our members. After this introduction it should be easier to follow the rest of my speech.
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Sport-vision NCS

Sport can contdbute to the realisation of social aims such as: social integration, emancipation, public health erwc. In
the Netherlands we can see a political {re}- appreciadon of the importance of sport in the doubling, in instalments, of
the sport budget up to the vear 2000, Sport is not a lubricaror and should not be exclusively judged on this social
funcdon,

Fairy tale? or not?

Itis a fairy tale to think that emancipation and integration, whether it be of, handicapped people, ethnic minorities or
homosexuals and lesbians will rake place without problems or denial.

E'mancipation and mregraton processes go together with the banishing of the abnormal, leaving them to fend for
themselves, of submitdng by following the prejudices of others, the bad company which has to be survived.

Sport for evervone’ is the creed of the NC$ and it is not just an empty shell or 2 paper dger. The aspect of social
contact in sport should not be underestimated, it is an integral parr of sport.

You choose the spors that best suits vou and that vou hope will bring you into conract with other like-minded people.
Evervbody has their own version of what is normal when it comes o their personal contacts,

‘The NC5 has a number of vears of experience with the emancipaton and integration of gays and lesbians in sport.
The train is on the move in the Netherlands but....there s stiil a lot w be done to merge emancipation with
miegration.

What can a national regular sport association do for, through and with gay sport?

The NCS and the GISAH foundaton organised the conference “1 in 207 1n 1995,
The aims wete to stamulate SPOLL, bundle energies, the participaton of gay/ lesbian sport in regular spores clubs, raise
consciousness at sports clubs, give information, encourage positve artrudes and especially 1o “break the silence™.

We have developed information folders that have been rranslated from Duch into English and German. In the
Nerherlands these folders were distribured by several sports associatons to their member clubs and associatons, and
10 distict councils used them in the development of their policies.

In 1997 we, rogether with GISAH and NOCNSF, organised the “Together and Separare” symposium. The research
report, “Sexuality Unknown” was preseated. The svmposium was attended by an unexpecredly large number of
PALTICIpants.

The Fair Play and Tolerance Charter, organised by the NCS, NOCeNSE and the Fair Play and Tolerance
Foundation, was signed in November 1997 by us and 306 other sports associanions.

The charter, against discrimination and for tolerance, is not just so many beautiful waords to the NCS, 1115 a conscious
choice that has consequences. In other words: the creadon of a change in menrality resuling in bringing an actual
end to obstructons.

The Fair Play and Tolerance idea is integrated into the organisaton of events and activities, for example, as a parr of
the training of officers, referees, coaches, divectors ete. This means that another conscious-raising and informaron
oppormnity occurs within training,

As a result of signals received from the organisation of the Gay Games, the NCS has addressed the Ecensing policies
of sports associadons. Although this has not led to direct results for the Gay Games it has initiared the realisation

»

(intermationally) of the quesdon: “Just whar exacty is 1t we are doing?’

Together and Separately

For the natonal sport organisaton NCS, gay sport is a serious poliey issue which receives the necessary artention.
The board of the NCS and the staff of the Associadon office have, over the years confronred its departments and
member associadons with this discussion. The discussion 1s generally centred around ‘plaving sporzs separately’.
An often heard remark is: “They can play their sports at our club, it is not necessary to found a separate chub.” .
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The discussions leading from this have led 1o a better understanding and co-operation between the ‘separate’ clubs.
An example: A so called straight or regular sport club co-operating with a gav swimming-club, now swims together
during joint club hours.

The future

The future in the Netherlands is looking good. The NCS, as umbrella organisation, is invoived in a national
integration project in co-operaton with NOCSNSF and GISAH, whereby nadonal sports associations are screened
regarding their gay/lesbian friendliness and actual integration activides.

As multiple-spores association the NCS has 2 project that is directed at its member gay/lesbian sport clubs, where
specific support is central and in a way that accommodates plaving sports separately within own gav sport clubs bur
also together with regular sport clubs.

T this way we attempr to encourage eventual acceptation and integration from both sides.

The NCS, as umbrella organisation, offers its compiete facilities and in addidon ooks at the specific support
requirements and the best ways of providing informaton.

Conclusions

I would ike to close now with a short summary of the poines that I have made.

*  The NCS as a national vmbrella organisadon and muldple-spotts association in the Netherlands is no longer
Unknown o o

* | have presented to you a sketch of the rolerance process within regular sport organisatons. The most important
elements of it are: consciousness raising, information, confronting the issue and the integradon into organisation’s
policy. The way how it is being done. | ended with whart we as a regular natonal sport associaton are doing now
and will do in the furure on the gay sporr issue.

*  Weare on the right road, but we have to be realistic and conelude thar: “Different (sall) 1s not seen as nogmal”™,
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The situation in the Czech Republic

Speech by M. Jesscia Maertin, sports woman
Parallel workshop I: Enrope and its regions

What is the present situation about gay & lesbian sport in the Czech Republic?

As in every other country, gay and lesbian sportspeople participate in "normal” sporr activities, usually keeping their
sexual orientation to themselves. However, since the Velver Revolution, gay and lesbian people have been
increasingly active and organized and as a result, their sports activities within the gay community are also on the rise,
often on the local level, unofficially, between people who happen to know one another.

How many gay/lesbian sport groups are there?

One officiaily registered gay organization devoted exclusively to sport is Pesky, in Brno, Moravia (the name
means By Foot, etc.), the sole purpose of which is to go hiking in the countryside. For those who are interested, |
have a current schedule of their activities. They are closely associated with, but separate from the STUD gay
student organization, also of Brno. I have seen advertisements for a new organization called Gulliver, also
dedicated to wandering, camping and other adventurous activities. and a group called Byly Psi {Former dogs)
also has hiking as its primary activity, although its actual purpose is as a club for gay males younger than 30
years of age.

What sports are practised?

Gay organizations which are not primarily for the purpose of sport also sponsor nature outings {most student
organizations (GALES in Prague, HABIO in Bratislava, the Logos organization for "believers” in Prague, Brno
and Havirov and Lambda Ostrava, the latter of which also sponsors frequent bowling tournaments and an annual
disco dance marathon). Logos in Prague works together with an organization for handicapped gay people, who
originally wanted to organize their own outings (they advertised for able bodied

volunteers) but this cooperation is easier and more convenient for them. Logos Havirov also does work with
local handicapped, but without regard to sexual orientation.

Is gay/lesbian sport growing or stabilizing?
There is an increase in organized unofficial sport activity, as witnessed by weekly voileyball games in Olomouc
and basketball every Saturday in Nitra, Slovakia,

Are there any interesting trends in Czech Republic?

A special inspiration for gay sportspeople are invitations from abroad (as the one recently received for the
volieyball competition in Halle). Usually for financial reasons it is only possible to participate if scholarships or
sponsorship are available. Participation in such events is a big inspiration to people from here, not only to
continue with gay sport, but to feel prouder and be opener about who they are in general. In a recent issue of the
Czech lesbian magazine Promluv there is an article by the Prague Hams, a women's soccer team who played at
the Gay Games, about their experiences there. (a copy is available for those interested).
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Do gay & lesbian sport chibs participate in the Czech regular sport?

And are they member of regular (straight) sport federations?
These two questions do not really apply to the current Czech and Slovak situation.

Are regular sport federations in Czech Republic interested in the leshbian/gay sport
clubs?

And does the regular sport support gays & lesbians in sport in Czechia?
I think such a question has never occurred to most people, in spite of limited televising of the Czech Republic's
participation in Gay Games Amsterdam.

How does society react to gays & lesbians in sport?
Stickers advertising our participation in Amsterdam were not removed from railway cars and university walls in
most locations. Czech society is relatively tolerant or at feast not actively hostile to gays in general.

Do authorities support gay sport?
There is apparently a grant available to support sports events for various "good causes" and at least one sport
event against AIDS was supported by this source.

Does Czech sport adopted an anti-discrimination or/and gay-emancipation policy?

The EGLSF informed me that Czech officials apparently signed such an agreement in the Netherlands at the
Round Table conference on Tolerance & Fair Play in Sport. However there is zero awareness of this among gay
activists here and a head of the sports department of the local university also knew nothing about it, apparently it
hasn't had much impact at the grass roots level.

The challenge for gay/lesbian sport in Czechia, for the next millennium?
As gays come out of the closet more and more in general, their visibility in the sports world wili increase as well.

And what should be the challenge for regular sport in Czechia?
So far its really hard to predict, as the issue has not yet been faced. Some gay sportspeople come out on an
individual basis to fellow players and find acceptance. | think people view it primarily as a private matter.
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The situation in France

Specch by Mr. Samue! Gouyet, volieyball plaver
Paralied workshop I: Europe and it regions

The current situation of gay and lesbian sport in France

To start with, it has not been easy to tack back the creation and the actvity of French gav sport organisations in the
last years. In reality, to my knowledge, none or little study has been done about gay and lesbian sport acnvity in
France. The oaly reference I found is the "Gaypied Guide", that has collected for fifreen vears the addresses and
contacts of most gay and leshian acdvides, including sport associations, but even this source is not totally reliable
since some spott organisations have certainly been forgotten by the authors.

study of fifteen years of gay and lesbian sport.

Year 1983 | 1984 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 1990/ | 1991/ | 1993/ 11994/ | 1995/ ] 1996/ | 1997 | 1998
A1984 1 /1985 ) /1987 | /1988 | /1989 1 /1990|1991 [ 1992 1994 | 1995 |1996 |1997 | /1998 /1999

Fun sport 1 i 1 i 1 0 1 2 2 2 i 2 it 2

Pedestan 0 0 2 4 6 5 7 10 7 8 2 5 5 11

walking

Competiton | 0 0 2 2 1 1 1 7 7 8 8 12 13 i9

sport

Sport 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

federaton

Number of
association

L P R S R T T
RN e e I R R

) "]
KR O NN R T W N
A B A G A Y W S O
FFFFF S E LSS S
year
~——fun sport —i— pedestrian walk
competition sport -3 sport federation
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Evolution of the gay and lesbian sport in France

associations in 1998
S
1006

g Pais
100% 9

As it is possible to read from this table, gay sport at large has developed following three different ways.

First, it appeared the sport just for fun. Those associations did not participate in competitons, either predominantly
gay or not. It is interesting to notce that none of these associanons survived for more than two or three vears. Since
1985, we have had in France one or two of them, and they kept appearing and disappearing,

The second way was the development of hiking associadons. Their spirit, by the same narure of their sport, was not
to have a compettion actviry but just too offer an opportunity to get together and have nice walks in the lovely
French country side. They succeeded in ereating many local gav hiking associatons in France ar the beginning of the
90's. Since then, the growth in the number of such associadons has slowed down or stopped, although the exisong
agsoctatons seem to increase the number of thelr members.

Later, an Furopean movement was born that brought wgether these associations throughour Europe and some
international meedngs were organized. I would not, however, call them "sport” associations suicdy speaking, because
of their lack of compedtve activity which is, in my opinion, inseparable from any sporr acriviry. They are,
nevertheless, an evidence of gay associations thar success n their goal of bringing together individuals wishing to
have some sort of physical acdvity in groups formed by gay people.

The third way is ours, that is, creadng sport associadons having competition among their main goals.

In France, this principle arose after the Gay Games 11 of 1986. A group of gay athletes from P'lns who ook partin
those games decided 1o create such a movement in France and in Europe. They created the CGPIF (Comité Gay
Paris ¢t 1le de France) as a nultisport association which kept growing undl 1991,

At thar dme, the CGPTF had grown wo big and had become unmanageable. The several sport groups of the CGPIF
chose then to become independent sport assoctatons and the CGPIF was rarned into a Federadon of such
associations. At that fme, no pay spozt acovity was known in French "province”, a rerm thar defines everything that
15 ouwside Parls and its region.

The blossoming of gay sport in province began dunng the organisadon of EuroGames 3 in Paris in 1997, The
FuroGames arracred many compedtors from the whole France and these compentors went back home with the idea
of creating gav and lesbian sport associations in their own cides, similarly, (but more than 10 vears later ! to whart
happened to the Parstans who came back from Gay Games 1] in 1986

That is why we witnessed an increase in the number of sport associatons afrer the EuroGames. This phenomenon
contnued wirth the Gay Games of Amsterdam, in which 420 athlete from France parncipared. The posiave
experience of the Games also influenced some of thern in creadng gay and lesbian sporr associadons in dheir own
cites.

This increase of gav sport associations is inserted in 3 general rrend of increase of gay associadon and establishments
{smuident associadons, bars, cinemas ) in all France,
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The situation of gay and lesbian sport in France,

Most of the gay sport activity (about 75%) is still based in Paris. Indeed Paris sill seems to be the best {not to say :
the only) place where this sort of associatons can survive. To my knowledge, associations from the province have to
stive for their survival and to get approprate facilides for their workourts. They all also seem 1o struggle for the
same reason : they do not participate in many compettons and therefore they lack of a goal that would give sense 0
their associadon and keep it alive. We hope that with the creation of a French gay sport league for each sport,
associations from all France will have more occasion o mect and participare in competitions and hence will

survive longer.

The situation is much different for the Parisian sport clubs who are in contact with an international network of fay
and lesbian teams. Participating in competitions out of our country as well as organizing internadonal competidons at
home give us motvatons for contnuing our fght.

On a different scale, but with similar motvations we feel that we should ofer to the teams in province the possibilior
o participate in padonal tournaments and meets, Withous this possibility, I do not believe that gay sport mighte
develop ouside Pars.

Sport Paris | France

Pedestrian walk 2 g

Hand-ball 1 0

Sealing / 0

Muld sport G 3

Swinming 2 (h

Bowling 1 0

Volley-ball 1 0

Bicvcle 2 {2

Basker i (1

Football 1 (1)

jogging i (1

Skiing and chimbing |1 0

Karate 1 (4

Badminron 1 0 () : sport practice in muld
3 -3 SPONES A850CANR0n Or Spore

\\: resting ! Q tif‘x)at could disappear. P

Ping pong 1 0

Softball 1 u Itwlic : fun assodiation, no

Federadon 1 (4 competdon.

Toral 15 3

associations in 1999
?rancéﬂg Paﬁs '

B France
25%

75%
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GAY AND LESBIAN SPORTS IN 1999
Participation of gay/lesbian sport in the regular French sport.

For the gay/lesbian sport associadon in Paris, there will be no interest to create homosexual sport without
competiton and without partcipating into the regular sport. {t seerns to be necessary for the life of the sport club, it
is bke a targer that give sense to the associadon.

Al gav/lesbian spore associations partcipate in wurnaments abroad. It always is a pleasure to meet and play against
our foreign friends. Whether it be a little wurnament or large scale event ke the EuroGames or the Gay Games. In
France as vou could read before in this presentadon, these are only a few gay/lesbian sport associadons {less than
rwenty) and all plays different sports {except for two sports: swimming and running). Because of this small numbers
it is not possibie to create -like in Germany- frequent tournaments berween homosexual reams.

‘The way to pardcipate to straight regular evenrs is not always the same.

There 15 what we could call the hidden way, the homosexuality side is not mentoned when the association pasrdcipate
to compettion but after the play during speeches, dinner they talk about the situation of the associaron. The
association who act like that, say that it the safer way because somertimes they have to play against violent people in
the citv ring of Paris{ big trouble now) specially for the sport where contact on field is possibie,

Some assoctations send their sttutes where it is written that they are homosexuals. For example: in my volleyball
association ‘CONTREPIELDY, we participate in a little regular —straight- tournament where we have rnwo reams {one
man, one woman). Fach vear we present ourselves in the rournament program bookler. We write whar we are and
what for. But our abilides and our results are ‘not that good enough’ w afford us more exposure.

There is also a « roval » way to expose like a gav/leshian sport club. Like the swimming club Paris Aquangue does.
They never hide themselves and their results are of high professional standard, that they are the first swimming
association (amongst mav/lesbians and regular swim clubs, in and arcund Pads. They participate in evenss af the
French Swimming Federaton and they have recozds. At each events they bring and show the rainbow flag. They
make beaudful job.

A lot of French gay/lesbian sport clubs are members of a regular sport federation. For example : the large
gav/lesbian club, Paris Aquatique, is 2 member of the French Nadonal Swimming Fedetation so they have their
results and records officially registered. However this creates difficulries like in EuroGames, because swimmers that
are associared with the National Swimming Federaton can not participate into non- otheial swimming compennons.
We have to make a choice berween fun sport and competidon sport. But if participadng in the French Swimming
Federaton is hard and with few interest, there is some litde fun to sporr in a regular —soraight- federaton.

Are French sport federations interested in the lesbian/gay sports clubs?

Does French federatdons know there is gay/lesbian sport?

Except for Paris Aquatique, almost all French gay/lesbian sport clubs are not involved with the regular federadons.
So these regular federations have no contact with gay/lesbian sport clubs. They never help us, at my knowledge, bur
never create a problem etther, it's like pav/lesbian sport clubs don’t exise, May be some change will appear next year.
First because Pards Aquadque will organise the next Internadonal Gay & Lesbian Aquatcs-tournament in 2000 m
Paris. A large scale event is expected, the French Swimming Federaton will help Pans Aquadque.

Second, some high level sportsmen and sportswomen begin ‘to come out of the closet’. It should have begun by a
professional soccer player, but the pressure of his sponsor was wo strong. The recent and the first ‘coming out’ is the
woman tennis plaver ms. Morespo. She was very well introduced by the media during fight for the PACS (aw that
legalises homosexual social wedding) in 2 homophobic France.

The challenge for the next millennium in France

The next challenge for the Paris gay/lesbian sport federadon CGPIF will be to impulse the creaton of the lot of
homosexual sport association as possible. For that, we'll iy 1o contact the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of
Sport and Youth for helping us. We “d send fiyers to all of the bars and all the gay and lesbian associadons to give

help to people who want to create gay/ leshian sport clabs. If there Is enough gay/lesbian sport clubs, we could creare
a French gav/lesbian sport leagne.
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Honestly, 1 can’t tell you what will be the challenge for the next millennium for the Regular ~straight- sport in
France. May be a regular sport with no drigs and less commercialism. We could dream.

T would like to thank for their help :

- Roberto MANTACIT for teaching me English so guickly

- Laurence FALCETTA for her wonderful work on Euro(Games Paris

- The Gaypied Gude for collecting for 15 years some important dara about our culture and acrivity,

- All the presidents of the French gay sport associadons who have answered to my guestons.

- All the people, dead or alive, who contributed to the czeadon and growing of gay sport in our country.

I would like to apologize t those people who have been involved in this movement but whom I was unable 10
contact. I hope thar, even without their precious input, I have succeeded in keeping the number of unaveidable
maccuracies as small as possible.
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The situation in Germany
Family life and gay/lesbian sport
in Germany

Speechy by M. Patrick Hamm, journalist
Parallel workshop I Enrope and its regions

What is the present situation about gay & lesbian sport in Germany?

In Germany we are now discussing the term “family” in a gay and lesbian context. Lot of gavs and lesbians don’r
have positive thoughts about this old, conservatvely used, term. But however you name it, it exists! The so-called gav
and lesbian family had grown especially since people have had 1o manage the AIDS-crsis. The most unexpected bur
successful change was the founding of spedial clubs for homosexuals and their friends with the goal to plav sports
rogether, These single sport clubs gresw more and more, and parallel to the internadonal development, the idea
play sports rogether became a gay and lesbian social movement in the ninedes. In Germany the local gav and leshian
organizations with the highest number of members are sport clubs. There is no activiey of gavs and lesbians as widely
spread as sporrs orgamzagons. And looking at the net of social conracr and activites, there is no better example of
the picrure of a gay and leshian family than a gay and lesbian sport club. In gav and lesbian sport clubs the old werm
“Family” gers a new, modern face.

Maybe the biggest success: in this family brothers and sisters are working together more and more. Some gay sport

clubs were equally male and female from the beginning, most clubs work hard to get the same presence of men and
women in their club. In this process both sides have to get the same power and influence inside the club strucrures,
such as board members. Even if clubs keep mosdy gav, the cooperation with a lesbian club can be excellent.

How does regular sport organizations in Germany react to gay/lesbian sport clubs?

Most {gav/lesbian) sport groups are members of their, reguiar, parent sport associations. Usually there are no
problems and often the contacs and cooperaton with the, regular, parent sport organization is really good (for
example: they give support in organising gav/lesbian sport tournaments by sending skilled referees). But with a few
regular organizadons gays and leshians have to fight. These Spotrt organizatons discriminate against homosexual
sportsmen and sportswomen and produce severe problerns. Namely, the ballroom dancing assceiation, the figure
skatng association, the American foorball associadon and the local wack and field parent associations in Germany.
Besides these problems, in the bigger German cites the integration in regular sport seems to be perfect.

The official political support is becoming berrer and beter. Lord Mayors express their support for applications o
organise international championships mn their ciry. At the other side, politcal support is often not requested by sporr
clubs because of the lack of calculated success. Cermainly, exrreme difficulties occur, depending on the region in
Germany and especially if the club is part of a strong local gav and lesbian community.
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There is one subject every gav and lesbian sport club has to deal with: how to find financial support by sponsors. It
seems to become more and more difficuait to raise money. It is necessary to find sponsoring parmers outside the
traditonal gay and lesbian scene. When looking for financial support the most important tool is a clear corporare
identiry, a regular media presence and, usually, 4 partnership with newspapers and journalists.

Professionalization of gay/lesbian sport

Although the biggest gay and lesbian sport clubs, in Germany, don’t grow as fast anymore, the question of burning
out of board members became Imporrant some vears ago. No spott club with more than 500 members, with more
than, let us say 13 different sports and more than 30 different reaimings per week can manage the organization
without professional {paid) emplovees. Some will have soon full dme emplovees. Lot of gay and lesbian sport clubs,
even smaller ones, have their own offices. The booming of sport for gays and lesbians concerning the numbes of
members in the big clubs {more than 700 members) i slowing down,

The number of sport groups is still growing in Germany

The diversificadon of sports is going on. Groups for seniors is one of the popular new ones. In the future some clubs
will start groups for young pardeipants. The new generation gays and lesbians is asking for new ways to practise and
to have fun.

Asking board members what would be necessary in the future, evervbody answers the traimng facilities and training
dmes are nort sufficient. But this tsn't a gay or leshian issue.

More and more clubs partcipate in regular leagues. The growing number of clubs and sport groups cause new
problems. The coordinadon of events in Germany (and in Europe) seems to be insufficient. Sometimes an event has
to be cancelled due 1o a ignorance of the official agenda and a following low registradon. That means, the
communicadon isn’t working well enough.

Internet Europe-wide & national platforms

Some progress could be done by the better use of Internet and email. Till now Internet isn’t popular for German
clubs. (Compare the list of coumdes where the aumber of visitors of the www gaysporr.org website is lsted; per end
of 1998: Durch visitors: 453.705, German visitors: 145.285 only; source: EGLSEF-newsletter).

In general the identdficaton with the European Gay & Lesbian Sport Federanon (EGLSE) isn’t very strong in
Germany (although about one third of the members are German groups). The EGLSF should be more present also
on the local level. Some local board members say, the EGLSF is centred too much in The Netherlands, A nerwork in
Germany ke the Dutch orgamzation GISAH (Gay Integranon through Sports & Acnvities Holland), which forms a
platform of gay and lesbian sport groups in the Netherlands, could solve this problem.

Support of structures in Eastern Europe

A challenge for the next vears is supporting the few soructures of gay and lesbian groups in Eastern Europe. (Back o
the picture of a gay and lesbian family: our cousins, aunts and uncles from far away.) And Eastern Europe begins
here in East Germany. The oldest eastern club was founded five vears ago in Leipzig. Older clubs should help to
establish new contacts and build a neowork.

S4ll some athletes and eastern gay/lesbian eams don't pardcipate in regular leagues because of plavers, who are
afraid to come out. In smaller cittes or towns evervwhere in Germany this phenomenon is known. The coming our of
gays and lesbians in sports would be helpful for the visibilicy of homosexuals in sports. But in rhus case sall other
athletes consider gavs and lesbians as a provocaton to their dominant culture,

Finally we should also think about gays and lesbians at other continents. Let’s invite athletes and teams to
our championships and meetings. I know, it is easily said but not easily done - but don’t forget about the
global challenge.
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Family life and gay/lesbian sport in Germany

We can compare the present situation about gav and lesbian sport in Germany with family Efe. Every family has
poorer or weaker members and specific problems. By doing the research for this conference 1 notced the difficuldes
in gerting information about the German gay and lesbian sport clubs. There is no German organizaton which
informs

about the Genman gay and lesbian sport clubs and the upcoming events. And there are no facts - and no studies on
which facts could be based. In Germany we have no “HomoStadies” at universities like in The Netherlands.

Nobody takes political respensibility for gays/lesbians in German sport
Any challenge for gay/lesbian sport in Germany, for the next millennium?

As a consequence of this lack of —natdon wide- informanon, nobody takes responsibility in naton wide polides for
gays and lesbians in sporrs, And nobody asks for a natoenal action plan on wlerance and Fair Play in sport, with the
characteristics: respect, integration and non-discrimination to gay sportsmen and lesbian sportsswomen.
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The situation in ltaly

Speech by Mr. Germano Gasparini, swimmer
Parailel workshap I: Enrope and its repions

The history of Iralian gav and lesbian spore groups began in 1989, when some friends in Milan founded the firse
swimnming group, "Gruppo Pesce Milano”. The idea became immediately successful, so that in the nexr nwo vears
two more new spott groups, A T.Omo. Tennis and KAOS Soccer, were available to gay people of Milan area,

At their early beginning, all of those groups were mosty "just for fun” bur quite soon it was clear thar a different
approach, more orented to a real sporting aritude although saving the original friendly mood, was necessary to keep
growing up and maintaining success. With the vears, more and more groups joined, grew up, and unformunately
sometimes disappeared, in Milan and in other Tralian cides.

Gay Games boosts Italian gay/lesbian sport

Ten years after the foundation of the first ltalian gay/lesbian sport club, Gruppo Pesce, more than rwelve gay and
lesbian sport groups are actve throughout Traly. During this decade, the acdviny and the level of the sport groups
increased continuously. Gruppo Pesce Milan reached over 100 members at its top - as well as the participarion o
gay/lesbian and regular tournaments in and outside Iraly and the affiliadon t the major national and international
sport federations, both gay /Tesbian such as EGLSF, IGLA and GLTA and "regular” such as UISP. UISP is the
Tralian "Sport for All" organization, like the Dutch NCS (see also the plenary presentation of mes Garrelfs from the
Netherlands Culrural Sport federanan). The partcipadon to major events such as FuroGames (all edidons but the
first one) and especially to Gay Games gave and gives an encouragement 1o the gay and lesbian sport groups in Iraly.
The participanon of over 100 Iralian athletes ar Gay Games’98 in Amsterdam is for sure a major achievemnent.

double face relationship with Italian regular sport

The relanonships with "regular" sports organizations and governing body have a doubie face aspect. The major
lralian gay and lesbian groups are affiliated since long and with full visibility to UISP, which by tradidon and by
cultural attitude 1s quite open minded and conceives the sport as a way to promote tolerance and respect of the
individuals. This approach is torally aligred with the ideas of the Iralian gay and lesbian sport groups and acmually
neither mrolerant or homophobic behaviour were never experienced. As a consequence, the lralian gav and lesbian
sport groups affiliated 1o UISP not only participate w the "regular” tournaments, often with good results, but also
thev are active in the local UISP technical and ditective hoards,

The situation 18 quire different with the official national sport governing bodies.

It is clear thar the namral evolution of homosexual sport geoups is w affiliate o the official "regular™ sport
Federarions, as it 1s the trend for gav/lesbian swimming groups throughour Europe. Unformnately, the Tralian sport
Federagons act and behave simply as like homosexuality does not exist and their possible reacton in case 2 openly
gay or lesbian sport group asks for affiliadon is unpredictable. It is not by hazard that so far no top Iralian
sportsmen/women did ever come out declaring their homosexuality, even after the end of their career. Moreover,
the naronal sport governing bodies are more prone to look for top athletes rather than 1o extend the numbers of
pracocers and theyv put strict technical and economical requirements for affiliaden. The consequence is that for the
moment the Italian gay and lesbian sport groups do not meet the conditons for affiliaden to a nadoenal sport
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governing body. This situation risks to create a gap between Traly and the rest of Europe, where gay and lesbian sport
groups appear to have normally less problems with affiliation to the insttudonal bodies.

C.ILA.O the ltalian platform for gay/lesbian sport clubs

Gay Games Amsterdam 98 have been a murning point. For the first ime, the main sport groups moved jointdy before
the event and managed o find 2 major sponsor for the overall Iralian eam, including individuals. Coming back from
the Games, there was the common feeling that dmes were mature to make that joint experience becoming the
common practice. As a result, in Septetmber 1998 was founded C.1AQ)., that stands for "ltalian Co-ordination of
Homosexual Athletes”. CLA.QO. is not an addidonal organizaton, rarhcr it 15 made up by representative of the
several gay and lesbian sport groups. C1.A.O. has 2 double targer. Toward the gay and leshian community itself, it's
aimed at providing a reference point for individuals and for new or existing sport groups, in terms of information,
technical support, cooperation, shating of experience. Outside the gay and lesbian community, C.LA.O. is willing o
provide a single voice to lualian gav sport facing sponsors, sport federations, media and other institutions and to
promote & different "look” of homosexual people.

What about the future?

Te understand whar could be the possible evoluton and the outstanding challenges, it 1s necessary to take a snapshor
of the current situation.

Simply looking ar the distibudon and ar the compositon of the existing gay and lesbian sport groups, there are some
consideradons coming immediately up to the eve. The toral amount of groups themselves 13 definirely low,
considering thar the Tralian populaton is around 60 millions people and that the country s relanvely rich. Most of the
groups are concentrared in Milan area and in the Lombardy, only one group is active in Rome, south of Rome
nothing exises. There is only one lesbian group and more in general the pardcipation of women is quire limired. There
is a lack of informatdon about gay and lesbian sport: many people discovered thae there were Gay Games only "after”
the event, many others are not even aware of the existence of gay and lesbian spore groups.

The cultural influence of religion

The limited spread of the idea of homosexual sport has culmral roors. In general, Tralian people do not pracdce sport
at the same extent as in other parts of Europe, also due w a Himited availability of sport venues. In addition, the
roman catholic background, aithough the majority of the society basically don't care about what the Pope and the
bishops say, is sdll sorong enough so that gays and lesbian are accepted as long as they "do it and don't tell it". This is
the case especially in Southern Iraly and for lesbians in general. Rome is the capiral ity in Italy (over 3 millions
inhabitants only in the urban area) burt the physical presence of the Holy Seat puts serious limitations to the local
development of gay activity. Last but not least, there is a certain laziness of gay people themselves when it is up o
WOTK t0 $et-up 4 new SPOIT group.

Challenges for gay/lesbian sport in Italy

To uy changing this sitnation, CLAO. has then to face several long term challenges:

® (o increase its visibility so to spread the idea of homosexual sport and to cover as much as possible the lack of
informagdon on the sabject,

® (o encourage the creation of sport groups all around Traly, especially in the South, providing support, suggestions
and promoton,

* [0 increase the partcipaton of women,

e o achieve weight facing the "regular” sport Federations so to break the existing "well of silence”,

s to achieve strategic partnesship with important sponsors so to favour the participation of groups and individuals
to the major internadonal events such as Gay Games and FEuroGames,

* o keep Italv linked with the internadonal gay and leshian sport acdvity, by increasing the participation to
internadenal wusnaments and the acdviry in federations such as EGLSF and Federadon of Gay Games,

To achieve the above mentioned goals the way is sdll long and it is necessary o identifv short and mid term

milestones to assess the progress in that direcdon. The frst step is to set-up in 1999 an international gay and lesbian
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sport event in Milan (so far, this happened only once in 1996, with SwimMilan Cup organized by Gruppo Pesce) and
to make it becoming a fived vearly event. The second step is to constitute an official Italian team ar FuroGarnes
2000. The third step is 1o bring to Sydney 2002, 200 Tralian athletes, twice as much than in Amsterdam 08, s official

natonal team.

The outstanding work is hard and is of considerable amount, bur the strong motvatons of the Italian gav and lesbian
sport groups and the support of federatons such as EGLSF allow us hope "we can do ir!"
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Homosexuality and sports in
The Netherlands

Speech by Mrs. Gea Schaap,

Natignal Qbympic Committee * Netherlands Sports Confideration (INOCHNSF)

DParaliel werkschop Il: Gay/ lesbian sport in Enrope: practice & theary and ifs
Fegiois

I have played football for many vears. In the Netherlands football for women is known as a sport where many
lesbians partcipate. The student club where T used o play had three women teams in competition. Because we were
a student club, a lot off fresh students joined the club every year. When the new players were introduced, first thing
we (the old members) discussed, was the football level of a new player, is she a good player, can she perform in the
firstr ream, or 15 she a total .. .disaster, In addidon, she will be joining the third ream of course.

Afrer defining the level of the plaver, we (the old members) usually wied to define her sexual orenrardon. We used
three categories: 1. She is obviously a lesbian. 2. She obviously not a lesbian and the third category: she a lesbian, bur
she does not know it vet.... Tt was like a ber. If the bets where placed, we asked the player if she had a girlfriend or a
boyfriend. We where only shocked if pur guess was wrong,

I am here as a representative of the Sports Confederaton, and ke in my old footbali ream, 1 ralk abourt sports in the
first place.

Article 3 of the reguladons of the Netherlands Sport Confederaton NOUC#*NSF reads: the main goal of the
confederation is to sdmulare the participation or involvernent of as many people as possible in the sport of their
choice and also 1o ensure that everyone can take fully part in an equal fooung,

Many gav people do not feel comfortable with participating in their sport, or they do not participare at all

Tl starr with relling you something abour research, then T will tell something about the means to achieve gay and
lesbian emancipation over the last vears, projects in the Netherlands.
Mr Perer-[an Mol will continue with the current projects in gay sport in the Netherlands,

Organised sports in the Netherlands

First for a better undersmnding: Letr me briefly explain the context of sports, how sport i3 organised in the
Netherlands.

If vou want to play football vou jon a football club, if you want o play vollevball, vou join a vollevball club, if you
want to swim you join a swimming club. A club is organised by volunteers. The members pay coneribution every
vear. Most clubs have (some) professional coaches and most clubs participate in some sort of compeddon. In
addition, whether you are 6 vears old or 70 vears voung, evervone can join a club. There are also sports clubs
especially for gavs and lesbians.

Most clubs are joined to their nadonal sports associaden. For example the National Foorball Association, or the
Natonal Swimming Associaton. A lor of gays and lesbians sports clubs are not joined t a natdonal sport associadon,
but they are often joined o GISAH (Gay Integration through Sport & Activities Holland). All Nadonal Sport
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Associations are members of the Nadonal Olvmpic Committee * Nadonal Sports Confederation (NOCYNSE), where
I work for. I will refer to it as the Sports Confederation. The governmental deparmment responsible for Sport is the
Ministry of Mealth, Welfare and Sports in the Netherdands,

Now fet us go back to the reguladons of the Sports Confederadon NOC*NSE. Everyone should be able to
participate in sports the way they choose. ...

Orer the vears we had and sull have many groups in our society that cannot practice sports the way they want to.
Marjer Derks mentioned ~in her workshop presentaton- women in the past but also in the present, vou can also
mengon immigrant groups or gavs and lesbians

If people do not feel comfortable participanng i their sport - because thev are discriminated or because they cannor
behave in their own natural way, or if barriers for parteipaton exist - we, the Spors Cosfederaton NOCHNSE and
all sports associadons have a responsibilicy,

As long as they don’t provoke (Research University of Amsterdam; Hekma)

The history of what we now call gav and lesbian ermancipation in organised sports started in 1991, Ar the request of
the Dutch government, a group of researchers of the University of Amsterdam, looked into the experiences of gay
men and lesbians in organised, non-professional sports. The main findings were that gay men and lesbians do not
experience much diseriminaton. This circumseance results from the invisibility and sitencing of homosexualiry in
athledcs, both by sports organisations and by gay men and lesbians thernselves.

Being gav or leshian in regular sports is very difficuit. Therefore, only few gay men, and somewhat more lesbians, are
out of the closet in their regular sports club. But even those who dare to go public with their sexual orientaton
sometimes have to face discriminaton, because the sports world does not hold homosexuality in very high regard, o
put it mildly. Most gav men and many lesbians keep silent abour their sexual idenriry, or as Hekma calls this “Hide
behind a wall of silence”. Discimination against them mizror attdtudes in sociery as a whole, with the difference that
sports brings different people wogether in a physical simatdon. On the orher hand, the srandard prejudice against gay
men and lesbians is that they invert gender roles.

This poses fewer problems for lesbians, whose masculinity harmonises with the macho character of sports, than for
gav men, who hag supposed effeminacy clashes with the maleness of sporrs.

Sexuality Unknown (Research by University of Utrecht; Schuyf & Stopler
Reasons for participating in lesbian/gay sports clubs

People become members of gay and lesbian sports clubs primarily for social reasons: gay and leshians want to be
among their own kind, and have an exhaust valve to be themselves i their spare dme. Many individual gay and
lesbian spores people have had bad experiences in the past when practising their sport among heterosexuals. These
experiences were often the resul of the tension that came out of preconceived notions about masculinity and
fernininity, that one can find within society, within sport as a social svstem and among homosexuals themselves, This
is in irself an interesdng conciusion that concurs with the few academic investgations into the relationship berween
sports and homosexualite (Palzkill 1990; Cahn 1994}, They all have stated that in the reladonship berween
homesexuality and sports there 15 a basic conflict berween existng notons of masculiniry and femininity and popular
conceptons of geader roles. Again I refer w the workshop presentation of Marjer Derks and the female parricipants
in the Olympics.

Especially among lesbians sport has plaved an imposant role in creating independent role models thar are abour as
far apart from eadidonal female roles as possible and are therefore threatening o heterosexual order; as 1s the idea of
the masculine body as an exiting healthy sport body. Furthermore, there is alwayvs the danger and fear of sexuality in
the locker rooms.
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Integration or not?

Because of the hidden discomunaton and because of the social aspect a lot of gay men and lesbians founded their
own sports clubs.

The clubs experienced a spectacular rise in membership, In some cases, this resulted in the wish to practice sport
bath more professionally and more compettive. One of the means by which to attain this is integradon with or
within regular sports clubs. In practce, one sees several modes of integraton. On a basic level, gay and leshian teams
can invite regular clubs for tournaments. On a more advanced level, clubs keep their gav/lesbian identty bur start
plaving in a regular competton. This usnally enrails becoming members of their own national association, In the
Netheslar:ds about half of the gay/lesbian sports chubs either are integrated in regular sport or want 1o be integrated.
They either play in regular compeddon or admit heterosexual plavers into their ranks.

In general, gav/lesbian sportis less compettve than sports in general: there is a predominant social aspect.

Some clubs have experienced difficuldes with integration. In the case of Baliroom dancing, this has led to a court
case before the Egual Rights Commission, because the National Dancing Federaton did not want o ACCEPT same-3ex
couples. Eventually, the gay/lesbian dancers won this case.

Integration is easier if vou are not found o be 'provocadve’ {le. ostensibly showing that vou are gay/lesbian). This
means that many heterosexuals mn fact want gav people to adapt themselves to the heterosexual standards. It is
therefare not surprising thar many gay/lesbian sports people complain about the stereotype heterosexuals have about
homosexuabity. Less than half of the gay/lesbian clubs, do not want o integrace ar all. They think itis not pracrical,
they find being among themselves more convenient and enjoyable or they are frightened of integration.

National federations and homosexuality

Within many of the national associations, the idea slowly carches on that they should do something about
integration of homosexuals. They have however a severe lack of knowledge about problems of integration
and discdrinzton of homosexuals.

Some associanons have the opinion that homosexuality is 2 social problem and thac it is not the duty of
the sports association to solve social problems, especially if there is no political and social demand for
this.

Other associatons believe that all atrenton to homosexuality is sdgmatising. Many have stock opinions
about homosexuality, especially about masculinity, the lack thereof with gay males and the surplus wich
lesbians, This is in pardeular the case with many combat sports and some contact sports such as football,
which as the navonal sport has a paracularly male image in the Netherlands.

Indeed, again prejudices about gender, masculinity and femininity play a much larger role in the refusal to
accept homosexualiry than mere sexuality.

In the beginning of 1997, the results of this invesdgadon were discussed at a one-day conference
"Together & Apart" organized by the Nadonal Sports Confederaton NOC*NSF, Gay Inregradon
through Sports & Activities Holland, GISAH and the Netherlands Cultural Sports federadon NCS. There
was an open discussion involving questions regarding the emancipator function of sports and
1dendry/adaptation issues around homosesuality.,

One of the main conclusions was that there should be two wacks in emancipation of gays and lesbians in
sports. 1: Gay and lesbian sports clubs and 2: Integradon in regular sports clubs. Both are needed o give
opportuniry for homosexual participants to choose the way they want to experience their sport.
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Means

Based upon the Hekma research and research about immigrants in sports, an anti-discrimination code in sport was
drawn up by the Sports Confederaton. The meaning of this code of conductis to prevent and fight discrimination in
SPOTTS.

A special, widely distributed brochure was published on discaminadon agamst ethnic minorites and gay men and
lesbians in sports. Tt was entded "Discriminate Buitenspel” Discriminadon off side). The brochure includes
interviews with male and female athletes of all colours and sexual idendties, and, most importandy, the ant-
discriminatdon code. Beginning in the summer of 1994, this code has become an official regulation for all sporrs
organisagons in the Netherlands. This 15 a significant symbolic step, but it can only be effective if it 1z enforced and
the ant-discrimination policy of sports organisadons becomes an integral part of all their guidelines. This process will
occupy us for some dme 1o come.

We will hand out this brochure at the end of this workshop.

Another very important way to achieve gay and lesbian emancipagon in sports is the co-cperation between Sports
organtsations and gav and lesbian pressure groups. The Nadonal Sports Confederadon NOCHNSE, Gay Integratdon
through Spores & Actvites Holland GISAH and the Netherlands Cultural Sport federadon NCS are close in rouch.

It 13 important to get artenton for the discrimination of gavs & lesbians in sports. It was on the agenda at the
"European congers against discrimination in Sports” in 1994, at the congress "Tolerance and Fair Play” in 1996, and
at the congers "European vear against racism in sports” in 1997,

General conclusions

Sell che issue of the emancipadon of gav/lesbian people is not recognized as such w natonal sport associagons, The
NOCHNSEF, GISAH and NCS wish o increase the integration of gays and lesbians i sports and fight discriminaton
of homosexuals.

The goal now is to increase the awareness of this issue, and to support the natonal sport associations in developing
policy on this subject and to equip the organisadons to create an environment which evervone feels comfortable
with.

1 am aware that forcing integradon inleisure and recreadon is far more difficult than for example integraoon at work.
T am also aware that it is more difficult to get artenton for the integradon of homosexuals than it 15 to get attenton
for integraton immigrants. That is mainly because a homosexual can hide him or herself behind 2 wall of sileace. if
people are not familiar with the problem, the nadonal assodadon can continue to swess that there 1s no problem at
all.

Peter Jan Mol, from sports rescarch and consultancy Dioprer will tell vou more about the current project of gay and
lesbian emancipagon in sports in his workshop presentadon: Pilot project on sport assocations and the emancipation

of gays/lesbians in sport.

Thank vou very much for vour attentionl!
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Pilot project on sports associations
and the emancipation of gays &
lesbians in The Netherlands

Speech by Mr. Peter-Jan Mo,

DIOPTER Spost Researeh Consultant, The Netherfands

Paralte! workshap I Gay/ lesbian sport in Enrope: practice & theory and its
regions

The background

The results of a vatiety of studies into the emancipation and discriminaton of gays and lesbians in sport, as
expounded by Gea Schaap of NOC*NSF, were also presented to the various sports asseciadons. This effort has not
met with a great deal of response ver, however. Only two associations accepted the invitation o be present at the
official presentation of the reporn ‘Scksueel onbekend” (Sexuality unknown),

Most associatons, therefore, appear to have paid litde attention to the outcome of the studies. It is also not very easy
for them to do anything with the outcome. Numerous issues stll remain unclear when ir comes to the emancipaton
of homosexuals. A lot of associations, for example, do not have any idea of how manv homosexual sportsmen and
women in fact practce their sport. There is no such thing as a membership record according ro sexual preference.

In principle, the associadons do have an obligadon to tackle any problems relared 1o the emancipation and
discriminadon of homosesuals. All of the officially recognised Dutch sports associadons did, afrer all, sign the and-
discriminanon code in 1994. Most associadons do not, however, give a great deal of priotity to the active observance
of this code. This is sometimes the result of unwillingness bur sometimes also the result of ignorance. A “step-by-step
plan for sports associations and a policy aimed ar homosexual emancipadon’ drawn up by GISAH also did not have a
grear deal of effect on the situation. It is clear, therefore, that many sports associations could use exrra stimuii and
support to promote homosexuaal emancipadon within their organisadon and branch of sporr.

The brief

GISAH, which was on the support committee of several of the above-mentoned studies, wanted to see a siruadon in
which sports agsociations were given more support in evervday practice, With the aid of some financial support from
the Minisuy of Public Health, Welfare and Sport (VIWS) and under the supervision of NOC*NSF, GISAH and NCS,
the research and consultancy firm Dioprer-Janssens & Van Bottenburg by was able to start with a pilor project on
sports associations and the emancipation of homosexuals at the end of 1998. The aim of this project is to see it, that
by the end of the project perod (in 2 vears ime), it will be possible 1o observe some positive developments in the
field of the emancipaton of homosexuals ar the associations concerned. This may be expressed in a sports climare
that is friendlier towards homosexuals or in envisaged policies and actvides by participating sports associations,

The preparation

After, first of all, having a look ar whar kind of acovides had raken place in recent vears in the feld of the
emancipation of homosexuals, 4 pilor associations were selected: The Roval Dutch Football Associaton (KNVB), the
Durch Volleyball Federation (NeVoBo), the Roval Dutch Swhmuming Association (KNZB) and the Netherlands
Culrural Sports Associadon (NCS). This choice was based on the principals” desire 1o create a mixrure of tcam and
individual sports and to include associations that were at different stages of homosexual emancipation. As far as the

Report 45
Round rable conference The Hague




Iatter is concerned it could be said that the NCS acts 2s a pioneer ia this field, that the KNZB and the NeVoBo are
both associations for sports that enjoy great popularity among homosexuals, and that the KINVB is reputed to be a
very masculine, if not 1o say macho, bastion. Now it sdll was not a matrer of course that the associadons selected
would actually want o take part in the project. They would after all also have to pur dme inro it. This is why the
inidal contacts with the associations were very important and why members of the project group (support groap)
with connections at a parteular sposts association made the inital contacts. Next, Dioprer went to see the sporrs
associatdons concerned with the aim of explaining the project’s objectves and the possible advantages thar
participadon in the project could have for the associadons. Duting these meetings the associations were explicitly
asked ro ralk about their experiences in the field of homosexual sports. We could not, after all, force them to do
anything.

The initial findings

What kind of experiences do the associadons selected have with homosexual sports? The KINZB is reasanably well
informed about the fact that a number of swimming clubs for homosexuals are active under their flag. The
swimming associadon furthermore made a number of officials available to the organisation of the Gay Games.
Remarkable were the abservatons of several officials that they were pleasantly surprised with the positive
atmosphere during the Games and with the fact that the Gay Games pasticipants thanked them during the
tournament for doing their job. Obviously the officials were not used to hear compliments during regular
rournaments. The KINVD has litde experience with sport for homosexuals, The NeVoBo also does not have any
informadon about vollevball clubs for homosexuals thar rmghr be affiliated with them. They have not come across
any problems yet. The NCS has a great deal of experience in the field of sport for homosexuals. They have been
pursuing an active emancipation policy for vears towards homosexual sportsmen and wornen and their associations,
From the talks with the four associadons it appeared that they were all in principle prepared to take part in the
project. The KNVB and the NeVoBo did however state that we had ro present some further arguments with respect
to the need for and the possibilides of the project. We are currently working on this.

The methods

We are using various methods to look at the gay/lesbian sporss cimate within the four pilot associatons. We started
by scanning the assoctatons’ journals, policy plans and training manuals for anything relared ro gay sporrand for a
possible implicit heterosexual norm. In addinon, we started nterviewing a number of homosexual sportsmen and
wormmen per associaton about their personal experiences and those of their club in the sports world. Do rthey practice
their sport in mixed or separate groups and what are the reasons for them doing so, are just some of the questions we
asked them. We, for that matter, do oot just interview homosexual sportsmen and women active within gay/lesbian
sport clubs (active both within and outside an association), but also homosexual sportsmen and wormen active at
regular clubs. We also spoke to someone per branch of sport with a broad view of the developments raking place
within the field of gav/lesbian sport. You could say that we are taking a kind of ‘picture’ of the existing homosexual
climare within the four pilot associations.

The initial conclusions

In view of the fact that not all of the interviews with the individual sportsmen and women have raken place ver, itis
still too early to draw any clear conclusions. It is however possible to sav a few things. Ir 1s clear thar, with the
excepron of the NCS, the associations are stll not very familiar with the participaticn of homosexuals in their sport
Thev are also hardly aware of the kind of problems gays /lesbians might expestence. As a resulr of this the
emancipadon of homesexuals is not in fact 2 policy issue for the sports associatons concerned. From the srarement
of affairs we are drawing up it appears that, following one of the conclusions from the study Sexuality Unknown’,
sports associatons could play a significant role in the integration of gay/lesbian sports clubs as they are impostant
providers of courses, facilicies and compettions. Through these, but most cermainly also through their associanons’
journals and the ardtude they display to the ourside world, they can have a great deal of influence on the mage of
homosexuality in their particular branch of sport and they can in chis way create explicit possibilities for inregrarion.
In three of the four pilot associatons there also appear to be several formal obswcles for gay/lesbian sports clubs.
Muld sports clubs, of which there are a great many within gay sport clubs, are not able to join. Only spectfic
swimming, vollevball and foothall clubs are able to join their respective associations. Pracrising sports within an NCS-
context can give rise o problems of a different narure. The generally somewhat older homosexual sportsmen and
wornen within the NCS occasionally, for example, have w0 swim their competitons agains: teenagers and the records
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they achieve are not recogrised by the KINZB because the NCS does not meet all of the compeddon rules. The same
applies for heterosexual sportsmen and women active within an NCS-context, but for them the transition to a club
that 13 affilated to a regular associaton is generally somewhat easier than for homosexual sportsmen and women.
One conclusion, which we can already draw, s thar in all of the branches of sport investigated there appears to be a
need for top sporsmen and women who are not afraid 1o admit to their homosexualitr. This desire is not just
expressed ar the 4 pilor associatdons. During che “Samen en Apart’ (Together & Apart) congress held in 1997, former
State Secretary of Sports in the Netherlands Erica Terpstra and the Director Sports of the Gay Games Jip van
Leeuwen argued in favour of all famous sportsmen and women standing up. They are all convinced of the fact that
they exist and they all agree thar this will have a wemendously simulating effect on the many gay spostsmen and
lesbian women in the Netherlands.

The follow-up

Where will our project go from here? After completng the minal explorarory and invesdgadve phase, a plan of
approach will be drawn up for cach pilot associaton, After consultadon with, and getting approval from the
associatdons concerned, work can be started on these. We will be interviewing a lot of associadon adminiswarors and
policy staft abour the possibilides for gav/lesbian emanciparton within their associadon. We are going o ov to put
the theme on the agenda of the vatious associatdons. We will also try to muzrn the issue into a more general topic of
conversadon than it has been up unti now via the assoctanons’ publications and other media. And perhaps we might
even be able to get the associations to the point where they stare paying attendon to the theme in their nexe policy
plan and in the various taining courses. The most impormant thing however is that one is going to think and mlk
abour homosexual emancipation within the associatons. The ome when the issue was simply ignored, is a thing of
the past. We think that the NCS will largely have a ploneening role o plav. By means of various forms of co-
operation, the NCS can ser an example for the other sports associations.

Afrer two vears of support we will be taking a new “pienire’. We will then once again scan the policy plans,
associatons’ journals and training manuals. And will once again interview various gay sportsmen and women. The
results of these studies will have o show whether or not the support we offered to the KINZB, KNVB, NeVoBo and
NCS pad off.
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Gay/Lesbian sport and the sexual
debate of the 1928 Olympic Games.
An anachronism?

Speech by Mrr. Marjer Derks, free-lance sport historian
Paratlel workshap II: Gay/ fesbian sport in Enrope: practice & theory and its
FEgIOnS

Introduction

Building bridges can be quite a task, especially if these are bridges over woubled warter. It rakes a lot of bricks, tools
and sweat o build a Europe of Sport without any discriminadon and intolerance, because sport represents an
ambivalenr culrural arena. Ir tends to reproduce and contirm social divisions, among which the one between
hererosexuality and homosexualiry s the most poignant one (Griffin 1998; Cavleff 1996; Cahn 1994; Hargreaves
1994, 33; Hekma 1994; Pronger 1990; Palzkill 1990).

By mking a closer look ar the history of sport, I wans to argue, we can come across interesting parallels and diffe-
rences, which can help us in this building process. History confronts us with meanings, concepruakisations and
presuppositons that influence our understanding of the world of sports at the end of the twendeth cenmary.
Especially, it can atrribute o the deconstructon of a dominant and misieading conception of “regular sport’. Within
this conception, regular sport is perceived as an ongomng process of development and increased participaton, a clear
cut and weli-defined domain where gay/lesbian sport is the wespasser. Buc this so called regular spost is very
differennared, and it was formed through processes of discrimination and intolerance itself. Theoughout the centusy,
various social groups had to fight, argue and negotiate before they were able w partcipate in sports. People from the
working class, women and blacks, now in various degrees part of the “regular sport, were then seen as trespassers.
The history of sport presents ongoing and complex processes of building ridges and rebuilding them,

Therefore, from the perspectve of gav and lesbian sport, it is both an anachronism and of relevance to ke a closer
look at the strugple of fernale athietes to participate i the track and field program of the 1928 Amsterdam Olympic
Games. An anachromsm, because of the historical differences and incompadbiiities between social and cultural
structures in the owenties and the late nincties. A relevance, because there are some intriguing parallels berween the
1928 Games and the Games that were to take place some seventy vears larer, the 1998 Gay Games.

Some parallels are superficial. On both oceasions, the city was crowded wich athletes, journalists and foreipn visitors.
The evenrs caused lively discussions between opponents and advocates. Paper were filled with articles, commentators
wrote spicy columns, and evangelic groups came to twown, hopiag they could convert some of the pardcipants who
had been lead asmray. And on both occasions, there were financial problems, while the biggest winners were the cigy
bar owners and shopkeepers, who doubled their year income.

But on 2 deeper level, both evenrs represent impormnt landmarks in the history of integraton and separation in
sports. They refer o the question of sport, society and gender, or as Susan Cahn has labelled ir: “the sexual debare in
sport’ {Cahn 1994). Gender, the way men and women assert what they believe to be their manhood or womanhood,
1s basic o the self-defintvion of modermn society. Historically, especially modern mascubimry helped to determine, and
was in rurn influenced, by whar were considered normatve patterns of sexuality and moralicy. George Mosse claims
that all those who want to change soctety, as well as those who want to escape thewr marginalizaton, have to ke the
stereotype of modern masculinity into account’ (Mosse 1996, 194). The realm of sports provides an interesting and
important mirror of modern society and its predominant masculinity. Here, defimitons of gender are both confirmed
and challenged through complex and often ambiguous historical processes. Sports produce a visual language of the
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gendered body, These images are based on conventonal sexual assumptions (Hargreaves 1996; Knoppers 1996;
Cahn 1994; Pronger 1990; Messner/Sabe 1990; Lensky] 1986).

Both the Gay Games and the Olympic Games of 1928 have produced discussions in which the main theme 1s not
sport, but gender and sexuality. By organising a sportive event thar was mainly meanst for gays, the gav movement has
appropnated a realm that historically was a white male heterosexual privilege, an area where mascuhimy and femin-
inity were clearly defined. In 1928, the first appearance of women in the track and field programme likewise chal-
lenged dominant defimbons of gender. The women were seen as trespassers, signalling both gender and sexual
deviance. Both events confront us with questions of integration and separation.

Roaring Twenties in a cosy society

First, ler's take a closer look at the Olympic Games of 1928, Amsterdam was by no means the “gav way to Europe’
then. In fact, the 19205 were not so roaring in the Netherlands as elsewhere. Dutch sociery was a cosy society,
dominated by and-modernistic small town life. Every part of daily life was soructured by segregational organisations
on a confessional principle, a svstem that has been deserbed as “pilfanizadon’. Hierarchical gender relations lay at the
core of this system. However, this pillarized society had to deal with modermry like other countries had w. Eman-
aparting social groups were emerging, cities was expanding and modern life developed. Even in this very confessional
country, the 19203 were a decade of sexual and gender ambiquirv This ambiguity was most explicitly symbolized by
the emergence of the so called “Happer' and the "New Woman', Young women experimented with new lifestyles in
the public realm. Although not large in numbers, not polincally inspired nor crideal rowards power relations, these
women seemed the tokens of a new movement. A movement that claimed female auronomy and mdependence.
Especially, they seemed to challenge dominane conceprs of femininity and masculinity, expressing so called boyish or
manish behaviour. For that reason, they attracted fearful artenoon. And although most "New Women' were not
athletes and athletes not "New Women', they were easily mixed up.

Struggle for the “mother of sports’

Within this context, the 8th Olympic Games were allotted w0 Amsterdam, capital city of the low and slow country of
the Netherlands. On it's programme was a new item: wack and freld for women. This was not a result of Dutch
lobbies, quite the contrary. The Dutch athlede federation did not favour women's athletic compedrion. The
integradon of women's athledes in the Olvmpic programme resulted from vears of women's struggle. Historically,
dominant mnages of heterosexual masculimity and fermmnity played an timportant role in athletics. For a long tme,
the ‘mother of sports' was seen as unfit for women, although they had a long history of pardeipating in footraces in
the pre-industral era. Arhletics were the province of men, the necessary skills were labelled "masculine’. The modern
sportsman had ASICS: an anima sana in corpore sano, a sound mind in as sound body. "Sound’ meant being male,
white, middle class and heterosexual. Both women and hornosexual males were excluded. Running women were
threatening the ideal of both masculinity and femininitv, Whereas the acquisiion of strength, muscularity and athledc
skills was empowering for men, 1t caused anxiety in discourses on gender and sexuality when women were concerned
(Mangan/Park 1997; Cahn 1994; Stokvis 1986).

However, this proclaimed antagonism berween femininity and athledcism did not prevent women from oving to
enter this “realm of masculinity'. In fact, they did so, not for the sake of feminism or gender bending, bur for the love
of running. Nevertheless, by doing so, they questdoned the dominant images of masculinity and femininiry in moder-
nitv, From the tum of the century onwards, female athletes appeared in local runs. Within vears, thev had their own
athletic clubs, and were aming at the highest pardeipadon at the Olvmpic Games. The Internadonal Olympic
Committee did not favour thus appkcanon. Its founder, Pierre de Couberdn, had developed the citius, altius and
fordus as a means for “rebronzesr’ the voung men. Women should watch the games and put the laurel wreath on the
winner's neck. National athletic federadons did not favour female compedtors either.

The women had to run a long way before they were granted pardcipanon in the Olympic track and field arena. In
1919, the Freach Alice Milliat pleaded Olympic admirtance of wack and feld for women, but was turned down. She
then established an internadonal organisatdon for women's sports, the FSFL This became the organiser of Olympic
Games for women only. The International Olympic Commnittee successfully protested against the adjective
"Olvmpic', as they did when the Gay Games tied to appropriated this label. So the women's games were labelled
Women's World Garnes, and were successful nonetheless. Athletes from more than ten countries participated in
1926,
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After long negotations, the 10C and the Internatonal Amateur Athletic Foundaton agreed to a limired track and
field programme for women at the Olympic Games, The experiment was to be taken place at the 1928 Games in
Amsterdam. 101 women from 18 countries participated in five athletic numbers: the 100m, 100m relay, 800m, high
jump and shot putting, They performed well compeddon was hard and thrilling, three wotld records were broken.

The paradox of integration and isolation

With the admattance of track and field on the Olympic calendar, women’s athledes was integrated within the highest
level of organisanonal sport. As long as the female athletes had been separated, with their own games and
mnternational meetings, participanon had been limited, and s were media coverage and public artention. Integration
ineo the official Olympic program meant a quantirative improvement on those levels. But what about qualisy? Were
thev really integrated, or merely tolerated? A closer analysis shows that this integradon was of a very paradox nature,
one that I would want to describe as “the paradox of integradon and 1soladon’. Along with the integration of
women's athletics went further isolaton and marginalizadon of women as sportswomen - a process that should be of
concern to the gay/lesbian sport movement of today as well. 1 will look ar this paradox on three levels: a symbolic
level, an individual one and an souctural level

On a symbolic level, the image of sport was transmirted by the sport press. The culture of sport journalists and -
photographers in the 1920s was one of male sociability, where overt manliness and ride humour were highly valued.
The ndicubisation, stereotyping and sexualisadon of women's sport added to one's status. The Olympic Games
provided welcome material. Durch press watched the Games closely, and published previews as well as accounts of
the day. The artcles hardly focussed on the sportive accomplishments, however, but on gender and sexualicy. This
was hardly a new fact. Ever since women appeared on the sporting stage, debates were dominated by sexual connota-
gons. Up untl then, spordng females had been admired for their beaury, had been the suspect of sexual promiscuity
because of their physical acoveness, or had been accused of jeopardizing the happiness of furure motherhood
because of harmful effects of sports on women's reproductive organs. The athletic programme of 1928, however,
marked a shift in this sexual debarte.

This time, the femininity of the athletes, dieir gender-identity was doubted and the discourse included fear of sexual
deviance among the ‘muscular Amazons'. There was anxiery about masculinization among sportng females. Critics
believed that the woman athiete overstepped the line berween bovish femininity and masculine power {Cahn 1994,
323). Achledes could only be done properly by men; women rinning or shot putting could not be real women. Thev
wanted to be like men, mannish of bovish, just like the "New Woman'. They were not “nice girls’ but were labelled as
"Amazons' and ridiculed for their short cut hair and their fratf figvres. It was predicted that within a few vears, these
women would have lost their breasts and hips. “Is this how vou want vour mother, vour sister, vour bride to be?' one
journalist wrote. Never before had the sexual debate in sport in the Netherlands been so explcit. And in order o re-
establish gender fronders, the press organised a competton for the "most beautiful female athlete of the Games'.

On an individual tevel, the queston adses how the athletes did handle these stereorypes of “femininity or mascu-
Hniry'. T distinguish three tpes of reactions. First, most female athletes remained low profile and were hardly invisible
outside the track and field. Thev only wenrt out as a nadonal team and hardly spoke abour their athletic performances
of their identry as a sportswoman. It seemed as if they were in Amsterdam by acadent, and while being there, they
did some athletics on the side. The German Lina Radtke, winner of the much critisized 800m., said she enjoved
cooking for her husband, and the owtstanding Japanese athlete Kinuve Hitomi, winner of two medals, both on the
1030m and the 800m, just smiled and remained silent although she spoke her languages.

A second group of athletes accommodared themselves to dominant ideals of femininity. Thev displaved themselves
as arrractive fermales by wearing make-up, colourful dresses and shawls and by appearing along side male compani-
ons. The Canadian winner of the high jump, Ethel Catherwood, most beautiful female athlere of the Games,
performed like a beauty queen and let herself be photographed extensively with every willing man. It got her a career
as a model afterwards,

A third reaction that can be disdnguished was that of some individual athletes who appropriated male language and
humour. By enlarging the gender swereotyping, they ndiculed the ndiculizers. Talented Canadian ruaner Fanny
Rosenfeld, known as Bobby, was a master in it. She told the journalists she hardly wained because of her frail figure,
although in reality she was a dedicated athlete who often trained twice a day. And in addition, she swore she needed
at least two pints of beer a dav - how else could she endure such long distances?

On a structural level, it is important to answer the question whar the effects were of the 1928 Olympic perfonnances
on female athletic pardcipation in the following vears. In other words, did the sexual debate have anv influence? On
an organisational level, the integradon of women's wack and field was a fact. However, for further events the
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Internatonal Qlympic Commitree skipped the 800 m., because such a distance was seen as unfit for women. The
800m and other longer distances didn't reappear on the Olympic Agenda undl the 1960s. It can be conchuded that
marginalisation as sportswomen remained in tact for a sumber of vears w follow,

Nevertheless, the partcipation of women in athletcs was stimulated by the 1928 performances. In the 30s, in the Ne-
therlands dozens of athiede clubs for women were established; already exisdng clubs welcomed female members.
Competiions expanded. So in the long run, the 1928 Games were 4 take-off for female participation and integradon
in achletics, Their memory surely somulated a voung gir! from Amsterdam to join a wack and feld club. Tn 1948 this
girl won four golden medals at the Olympic Games in London. Again the journalists were excited and the streets
were crewded. But no one criticized her for ruaning or questioned her femininity. Quite the opposite, Fanny
Blankers-Koen was safe: she was mared o her trainer and the mother of two children, She was nicknamed “the
flving housewife’ and embodied national hope for post-war recovery.

Conclusions

In the beginning of my artcle, 1 quoted George Mosse's statement that those who want to change society, as well as
those who want to escape their marginalizagon, have to ke the stereotvpe of modern masculinity into account’. This
stereotype, and its counterpart feminimry, is partdy constructed within spogt. Sport s a cultural arena where bardes
for definidons of gender, sexuality and body control are foughr, To make this moge explicit and visible, it is
important to organise separate events for specific social groups, if only because they trigger discussion in this area
and stimulate pardcipation as well. Bur it1s of likewise importance to build bridges and serive for integradon. And in
additon, more research needs to be done into the complex and often ambiguous historical processes in which
dominant definidons are being constructed, confirmed and challenged.

In these processes, no two sports are alike. Different sports construct different ferminminides and masculinides, and
present different histosies of exclusion and inclusion, Differences ia origin, the impact of class, and various patterns
of diffusion and popularizaton of sports are imporrant varables on this scale of forms. T wang to argue that sports
should not be homogenized. More sport specific historical research needs to be done, in order to ace the complex
and varied ways in which sports influenced gender, and vice versa, and how changes can be established (Derks/-
Stokvis 1997;

Hargreaves 1996).
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Why must there be special attention
for gay sport?

Speech by Mrs. Margo I liggenthar,
State Secretary for Health, Welfare and Sports in The Netherlands

It is my very grear pleasure to welcome vou o The Hague today, to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the European
Gay and Lesbian Sport Federation.

I would like to begin by expressing my respect for the compilers of the Firs European Dacnment on Fair Play and
(In)tslerance towards Gay Sportimen and Leshian Sportewomen, a copy of which has just been presenred 1o me.

This document presents an overview of the existing obstacles to the practce of sport by gay men and women
throughout Europe. It provides a clear answer to the question of whether there must be special attention for
so-called homosport.

You are certainly not alone in reaching the conclusions of the document.

1 am thinking for example of the findings of the ‘Queer Games' conference vrganized by the University of
Amsterdam prior to last vear’s Gay Games. Researchers from Western and Easteen Europe, and indeed from the rest
of the wotld, presented their analyses and reports concerning homosexuality and sport,

The general conclusion of the 'Queer Games' conference was that the gay movement is gradually beginning w
establish a foothold in all parts of the world. However, in most counies, we stll see a distinct swborltare a frequently
hidden wotld within society as a whole. Such a subculture can clearly be discerned within sport.

Another conclusion, sadly, is that it is still roo easy 1o find examples of discriminadon, violence and abuse of human
against gay men and women,

Special artenton for homosexuality in sport can be jusdfied on a number of grounds.

Firstiy, there is the physical character of sport. Many sports involve acwal ph\ sical contact. If there is anv queston of
"homophobia’ or even an "Aids-phobia’, then it is more than likely that this will be thar nmich greater within rhe Sports
world.

Secondfy, sport is very much a gender-related actvity. There are exceptions, but most sport is all-muale or all-fernale, In
sport vou are either a man, or you are a womarn: there is nothing in becween. It is 2 division which rends to reinforee
the 'macho culture’ in all-male sport. The result is that gay men are underrepresented in the mainstream sports world.
Thirdly, we must consider the social context, which is a major influence on people's involvement in sport. Sport is a
form of leisure activiry and in their free dme people tend to seek their own nerworks, Afrer all, spott 1s something
vou do in an environment in which vou feel at home. Here in the Netherlands, and in other countries as well, a large
number of the spors facilides exist within the context of sports clubs. These clubs are close-knit, often rather
traditional nerwork organizadons within which it can be difficult for newcomers or outsiders to feel at home.

As result, gay sportsmen and women tend to avoid the subject of their sexuality, or they simply avoid the
clubs.

Some groups seek their own oppormnites to meet, they form their own clubs outside the context of the mainstream
sports assoclatons. In fact, in the Netherlands this is something we see not only among gay sportsmen and women,
bur also among certain immigrant groups. This is not in irself a problem. History has shown us that emancipadon
often precedes participation and integration,

However, the participation and integration into society of all minority groups is a constant aspiration of at
least the Dutch government.

(S]]
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In any event, we wish to remove the obstacles to participation and integradon that may exist. And it certainly appears
that such cbstacles still exist for gay sportsmen and women in the Netherlands,

A study condueted in 1997 concladed that the members of gay sports clubs were not at all familiar with the
opportunides which esisted in the regular sports federadons, They offer, for example, the chance to take partin
compettons, training and support.

Similarly, the sports federations are not generally aware of the existence of gay sports clubs nor of the reasons for
their existence. Gay emancipaton is not an area of attention for the established sports organizadons.

Cusrent policy is therefore directed towards bringing together gav sporss and mamstream organised sports: building
bridges'. In 1998, we in the Netherlands began a scheme aimed at mumal introduction and possible inregration.
Our hosts woday, Gay Iategradon through Sports and Activines Holland, together with the Durch Culrural Sports
Federation and supported by the Nadonal Olympic Commitee, are playing a very significant role in this process.

If the situadon in the Netherlands leaves something to be desired, how is it elsewhere - in Southern and Eastern
Europe for example? This brings me to the European Gay and Lesbian Sport Federation, The main body of this
federadon's visible membership is to be found in Western Europe. However, the large number of visits o the
federadon’s website from other parts of Europe shows that the potendal membership is many times greater. An
important objective for coming vears is the outreach 1o other parts of Europe.

In order to achieve this objectdve, the professional development of the EGLSF will be necessary.

The Dutch government has therefore decided to make available a subsidy of around seventy-five thousand
guilders (thirty-four thousand euros), from both the emancipation policy budget and the sports policy
budget.

This decision was not taken overnight, There is no ready automatsm whereby the Duieh government can support an
organizaton with a par-Ewrapean scope.

The subsidy is intended 1o aid a number of activites, which have already been discussed with the committer of the
EGSLY. These are:

1. The devedopaent of a loxg-ters plan. This will cover research, monitoring of and-discrimination tmeasures, the gay
ernancipation policy of European sports organizations, outreach and organizadon of support throughout Europe
and the organizaton of activities on a European scale, such as the Eoro Gamnes.

2. The integrarion of the EGSLE within the Enropean sporir infrasiructure, the Enropean gay infrasfructure, or both. Here, we can
think of possible links with the European Regional Structire of the International Gay and Lesbian Associadon
and membership of ENGS0), the European Non-Govermmental Sports Organizadons.

3. The achieving of sonsultative siatus at the Conncil of Enrope and the gensration of Esropean frunds for the implementation of

the long-rerm plan. Within the context of the gay ernancipation policy, Sport for All, and Sport, Tolerance and
Fair play, there 1s surely a significant role for the EGSLE!

Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to conclude my speech, and with it the official part of your conference, with the observation that sport
can be an important means owards achieving gav emancipaton in society as a whole, That much was proved by last
summer's Gay Games in Amsterdam.

My conclusion is therefore that the investments in the EGSLF will be repaid many dmes over, for an investments in
sport is an investments in society. 1 am countng on vour fullest suppaort in the continuadon and upgrading of gav
emancipadon policy in sport over the vears ahead.

I thank vou very much for vour attention.
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Addenda

Photo impression
Photos of the reception at the Residence of the Swiss Ambassador, the Conference center, the Conference itself and
the vistt to the Homomonument

Results opinion poll

Between all speeches an electromic opinion poll was beld wunder the andience. These are the resnits to the questions

Draft declaration on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play
to be submiitted fo the Rownd Table on Sport, Tolerance and Fair play (Amsterdam, 11 April 1996) by the
Comrittes for Deveigprent of Sport (CDDS) of the Conncil of Enrope - 27 Felruary 1996 (eddi96.10r7

Press release on the occasion of the Round Table on Sport Tolerance, and Fair Play
dssued by the Directorate of Luformation of the Council of Enrope — 8 March 1996
Press release about the declaration: regrettable: no recognition of gays and lesbians sport

Issrted by The Burgpean Gay & Leshian Sport Federaiion - 11 April 1996

Motion for a resolution to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
presented by Mrs. Karlsson, MEP and others parfiament mepibers - 10 February 1999

Addresses of relevant European institutions

Short introductions on EGLSF and GISAH
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Photo impression

Mr. Baks and Ms. Schillicke, co-presidents of the EGLSE and Mr Reimann {righd). the Swiss Ambassador
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Opinion poill

These are the results of the opinion poll, taken at the Round Rable Conference:

Gender:
34%% Man
66570 Woman

I am/represent:

16%% Naronal or European Sport Organisation

7% Gay and/or Lesbian Sport Club

T Natonal or European Gov. Qrganisation/Insamre
3% Neither

I consider myselft
Al

7 3% Homosexual or bisexual
27 Heterosexual

How many gays & lesbians are there in Europe?
T 0.5% of the ol population

56%0 5% of the total population (the right answer)
37% 10%3 of the total population

The recent GayGarnes took place in Amsterdam.
How often do the GayGames take place?

82%% Once in 4 vears {the rght answer
} i £

15% Qnce in 2 vears

3% Once a vear

In what city the first EuroGames took place?

Td% The Hague, The Netherlands {the rght answer)
17% Parts, France
095 Zurich, Switzerland

Which of the following statements do you accept the most?

4%4 Gays and lesbians do not pardcipate in sportat all

T Gays and lesbians separate and make their own sport club
o P

2% Gays and lesbians have their own sport club bur also

pardcipate into regular sport
I Gays and lesbians hide themselves in their regular club

What can the European parbarnent do?

T Practically nothing

41%% Something but not much
2

52% Very uch

The best way to stimulate emancipation in sport is:

26% & gay top football plaver as a role model

2% Nadonal code of conduer in sport

58%% Working rogether berween G&L and repular organisatons
5% Tell te people about good pracdees

Y Give the EGLSE consultative status
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The best organisation for emancipation is:

2% National Government

15% National Olympic Committee/Nat. Sport Fed,
15% Individual spores men/sports women

15%% Gvm-teacher at school

15% Sport press

10% Board of local sport chub
28% {(InteryNadonal advocate for G&L in sport

The major pitfall in the emancipation process is:
807 To over-emphasise the need for integradon

28% ‘Because no G&L participate in my cab’
there is no need for change

5% Stigmatzaton

44% Ignorance

15% Sepgreganion

How long do vou think sepatate gay/lesbian sport
clubs will be necessary?

5% Within a few years they will seize o exist

265% Abways

69% They will remain, even in case of complete
integragon

Gay & lesbian sport clubs contribute to the
integration process in society

86%0 Yes, I apree
3% No, | disagree
11% 1 do not know
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Strasbourg, 27 February 1996 CDDS (96) 10 rev
[cdds96.10r] Tolerance

COMMITTEE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPORT (CDDS)

STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION
ON SPECTATOR VIOLENCE AND MISBEHAVIOUR AT SPORTS EVENTS
AND IN PARTICULAR AT FOOTBALL MATCHES

Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play

19th Meeting of the CDDS, Strasbourg
6-7 March 1996

Draft Declaration
on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play

to be submitted to the Round Table on
Sport, Tolerance & Fair Play
Amsterdam, 11 April 1996

Revised following the meeting of the Drafting Group on 16 February 1996
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Draft declaration
on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play

We, participants at the Round Table on Sport, Tolerance, and Fair Play, meeting in Amsterdam on
11th April 1996,

Having in mind

- the Vienna Declaration and the Plan of Action against racism, xenophobia,
antisernitism and intolerance adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the Council
of Europe in Vienna in October 1993;

- the Resolution on Tolerance and Sport adopted by the European Ministers responsible
for Sport at their 8th Conference in Lisbon in May 1995;

- the European Sports Charter adopted by the European Ministers responsible for Sport
at their 7th Conference in Rhodes in May 1992 and subsequently adopted by the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe as Recommendation N" R (92) 13,

declare as follows:

L We are confident that sport offers a vast potential to society as a ground for
intercultural encounters and understanding, as a workshop for socialisation and integration
- not least for disadvantaged groups - and as a school for democracy. We fully agree in this
respect with the Declaration on the Significance of Sport for Society adopted «of the Lisbon
Conference of Sport Ministers. Sport is a vital area of education, particularly for young

peuple.

i We also believe in sport’s ability, notably through the intense media coverage which
brings it to a broad and enthusiastic public, to project an image of fair play, team spirit and
solidarity and to promote mutual understanding and respect. Major sporting events, at world
and European level, with very large television audiences, provide a rich opportunity to bring
home the message of tolerance. In addition, hundreds of thousands of smaller but no less
important competitions for all ages, all levels and all sports are organised each year
throughout Europe and the world. Each represents an opportunity for implementing new
initiatives with regard to tolerance and fair play.

. We emphasise the important responsibility borne by well-known teams and sports
stars as role-models - especially for the young - and consider that it is very important that
every individual and organisation involved in sport, whether governmental or non-
governmental, amateur or professional, should combat intolerance and violence at sporting
events by all appropriate means.

V. We welcome the very valuable work that has been done by individuals, by the sports
movement, by governments and by European institutions concerning the universality of sport
and the need to keep it free of discrimination in all its forms, and express our support for all
those national and international sports organisations which have drawn up and implemented
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V. We regret the fact that some forms of sport have too often provided a preteat for
outbreaks of intolerance and violence, sometimes racist or xenophobic in character, as well
as for showing those tendencies, such as the incidence of foul play, lack of discipline, doping
and corruption which are in contradiction with the fundamental values of sport and
undermine its effectiveness as a positive influence in society.

VI We believe that the following are the most important ways of creating a climate of
tolerance:

EDUCATION

Just as intolerance is born of ignorance and misunderstanding, tolerance is engendered by
knowledge and understanding. It follows that everything begins amongst the young: at
home, in classrooms, on playing fields and in sports clubs.

AWARENESS
No opportunity should be missed to ensure that all sporting events, and any media coverage
associated with them, raise awareness of the message of tolerance.

PARTICIPATION
One of the most basic guarantees of fair play and tolerance is to ensure that as many people
as possible practise sport regularly within a sound ethical framework.

INCENTIVES

Rewards for outstanding examples of fair and tolerant behaviour are one way of helping
people to understand the importance of positive attitudes to the success of their sport as well
as of harmony and justice in society.

SANCTIONS
In the last resort, dispositions must exist in law and in the rules of sport to sanction
unacceptable discrimination and incitement to racial hatred by appropriate means.

COMMUNICATION
Most of these elements depend for their effectiveness on communication of clear and
unambiguocus information amongst all individuals and organisations concerned.

[n this context, we recommend to all potential partners the guidelines set out in the
Appendix to this Declaration.
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With this in mind, we
1. encourage all countries to find ways, at national level:

- to ensure that sport plays its full role in campaigns to promote tolerance in society
as a whole;

- to devise national plans of action on sport, tolerance and fair play using the
guidelines in the Appendix to this Declaration;

- to consider organising joint sports projects with neighbouring countries and/or
countries of origin of minority groups to promote tolerance and help dispel prejudice
between different groups;

2. invite all governmental and non-governmental arganisations to share their experience
through exchanges of information concerning their efforts to promote tolerance and fair play;

3 invite all sports organisations which have not yet done so to adopt action plans on
tolerance and fair play;

4. invite the media to give their support to the promotion of tolerance and fair play and
to consider ways of giving more prominence to the subject, as well as to events and
campaigns organised to promote it;

5. invite the organisers of forthcoming major international sports events to work out
initiatives for promoting tolerance and fair play through these events;

6. invite sponsors of sporting events and sport organisations o include clauses in
sponsorship agreements whereby the sponsored organisations or persons undertake to
support the aims of tolerance and fair play to the best of their ability,

7. appeal to sports stars to use their influence to help promote tolerance and fair play:
8. invite the Council of Europe to give appropriate follow-up to this Declaration;
9, invite all national and international organisations, both governmental and non-

governmental, which have influence in the domains of activity covered by this Declaration,
including:

- The European Union (Parliament, Commission and Committee vf the Regions)
- Unesco

- The International Olympic Commitlee

- National and international sports organisations

to bear the aims of this Declaration m mind in the conduct of their activities and, 1t they have
not already done so, to take appropriate action.
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APPENDIX

Guidelines for action programmes
on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play
The following guidelines are divided into two parts, each having its own aims and needs:

1. Encouraging national programmes to promote Tolrrance and Fair Play and climmate
discrimination and racism

2. Encouraging international programmes aimed at sireugthening the positive values of each
sport, and promoting the principles of tolerance and fair play at major mteriational cvents

Aims

With the support and close co-operation of all concerned:

- to promote tolerance and fair play in and through sport using concrete measures and
activities;

- to create and consolidate, in and around sport, a morality which maintains and
strengthens the positive values of sport for individuals and society.

1. National programmes to promote Tolerance aml Fair Play and elintinate
discrimination and racism

Governments, regional and local authorities, national, regional and local sports organisations
should support, in their respective fields of competence, action to promote tolerance and fair
play, each country stressing the aspects relevant to 11s national situation.

National campaigns against discrimination and in favour of tolerance could make use of
sport in their efforts to raise awareness and modify behaviour.

All programmes aimed at promoting tolerance and fairness in sport or society should
embody, as a basic prerequisite, equitable treatment for and participation by wonen at all
levels in the organisation and practice of sport.

1.1 Children and young people

Priority could be given to encouraging training for sperts administralors and trainers and
others involved in the fight against discrimination and intolerance. For this purpose, training
and information material should be prepared for parents, coaches and teachers on tolerance
and fair play in sport as proposed in the Council of Eurape’s Code of Sports Ethics.
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1.1.1  Schools could be encouraged to educate pupils in sports ethics from an early age, and
teachers, including physical education teachers, could be helped to draw up
appropriate course material.

1.1.2  Sports clubs, especially those who work with schools, could be encouraged to
consider education in tolerance and fair play as part of their role.

1.1.3  Activities could be devised to raise parents’ awareness of the importance of fairness
and tolerance in their children’s sporting lives,

1.1.4  Rules could be re-examined to see whether they sufficiently reflect the principles of
Fair Play and Tolerance, make games and sport more attractive, particularly for young
people, and encourage the practice of sport on a social level.

1.2 Sport for All and amateur sport in genernl

More effort is needed to remove obstacles to participation in sport on all fevels for all groups
in society, most particularly for wemen, and for those groups which are not equally
represented in sport, or excluded by custom or practice. The aim should be to pramote
conditions in which everyone can, within reason, participate or be involved fully in the sport
of their choice on an equal basis.

The practice of sport can be encouraged and developed by improving the availability and
attractiveness of sports facilities, particularly in districts where intolerance poses a particular
problem.

1.3 Spectator sport and professivnnl sport

Sport can be a focus for tensions, but it can also be the means ot creating 4 climate of
tolerance for the benefit of society as a whote'.

1.3.1  National federations, clubs, organisers and the media could work together, with the
support of public authorities, to draw up and implement action plans in favour of
tolerance and fair play as part of countries’ national sporting life. These plans could
invoive coaches, trainers, sports participants and players, teams and clubs, schools,
young people, and parents.

1.3.2  Players and athletes have great potential influence on spectators, especially voung
people, and this influence could be used to support actions in the field of tolerance
and fair play.

Projects in professional and spectator sport such as "Fairstandnis" (€ ermaany T scrimiation
offside” (Netherlands), "Kick racism out of foothall (United Ringdomd have abready proved
their worth, as have other, more general fair play prometion evperinwents ~och as S hoods
without racism” (Belgauny, the "Blue Card” (France) or the Creen Card mhaosd and other
Report
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1.3.4

1.35

1.3.6

1.4
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Stress should be laid on encouraging positive behaviour rather than merely repressing
unacceptable conduct. Nevertheless, plans can only be credible if they are backed up
by appropriate, effective sanctions.

Sports organisations, sports clubs and their officials could consider adopting policies
for treating all sportsmen/women equally in recruitment and selection for positions
at all levels in their clubs.

One board or committee member could be given responsibility for matters of
Tolerance and Fair Play in his or her club. He or she would then be the person to
whom people could turn to for all activities in this field.

In order to prevent unacceptable behaviour in the long term, sports organisations
could develop an approach geared to the needs of their "customers” - i.e members /
supporters. In larger clubs or associations, an extensive network of stewards could be
part of this approach.

Sports organisations are recommended te consider the following as part of their plans

of action for tolerance:

1.4

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

Report

examining the wording of their codes of conduct and ethics;

preparing guidelines and plans far competitions and major events which simulate
fair and tolerant attitudes amongst spectatars and supporters;

ensuring that spectators are fully informed about the rules of games and sports as
well as the regulations applicable in stadia and the law concerning discrimination and
racist behaviour;

providing appropriate sanctions for unacceptable behaviour;

creating and publicising schemes to reward fair play and proper behaviour by
sportspeople, clubs, teams and spectators;

educating spectators and the media to respect the decisions of officials, and examining
the potential of technolopical means to provide umpires, judges and referees with
more objective data. The transparency of decisions is a major factor in mantaining a
sporting atmosphere.
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2, Encouraging international programmes aimed at strengthening the positive values
of each sport, and promoting the principles of tolerance and fair play at major
international events

2.1 Introduction

Many international sports organisations have acknowledged their great responsibility in the
fight against intolerance and violence in sport and for the promotion of Tolerance and Fair
Play. They can guide and support their member organisations in tackling the problems by
drawing up comprehensive rules which include positive and negative sanctions.

2.2 Promotion of Tolerance and Fair Play

2.21  International sports organisations could examine the rules of their game or sport and
their competitions, including the role and powers of referecs, umpires and officials
to see what more can be dane to promote the principles of tolerance and fair play,
particularly with regard to disciplinary codes and the terms of reference of
disciplinary commissicns.

222 They could encourage their member associations to adapt their own rules to exclude
any unacceptable discrimination.

223 Clubs and officials could be helped to be more aware of, and to know how to deal
with discrimination and intolerance amongst spectators and/or players.

224 Rules could ensure that, where sanctions are imposcd on clubs or individuals, they
should be applied rapidly and effectively.

2.25 The media could consider ways in which the impact of the portrayal of outbreaks of
unacceptable behaviour can be reduced, and more prominence given to examples of
good practice.

23 Organisers of sports events could make use of the measures laid down in the
European Convention on Spectator Violence and the recommendations of its Standing
Committee.

24 Special characteristics of major Inferiational cvents

Major events, such as the 1996 European Football Championships in England and the
Olympic Games in Atlanta, USA and the 1998 Football World Cup in France and Winter
Olympics in Japan can be used to reinforce the promotion of Tolerance and Fair Play and to
fight intolerance and violence. The same applies to other international events extensively
covered by the media, such as tennis, volley-ball, golf, ski-ing, cvcting, motor-racing and
football.
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The relevant international sports organisations, participating countries and all participants,
officials and spectators are encouraged to become actively involved m this action.

2.4.1

242

243

244

245

246

Report

Every means of information {television and press advertising, hoardings, display
screens, public address systems, leaflets, etc.) can be used to raise awareness of the
values of tolerance and fair play and the existence, and the aims and the mechanics
of tolerance and fair play programmes.

All participants could make a declaration on tolerance and fair play before or at the
start of the event, either before leaving their countries or at the opening; media
coverage could increase impact.

Schemes to reward good, fair and tolerant behaviour coutd be further developed.

The regulations governing participation in international sport events could provide
for a Fair Play clause (anti-viclence/anti-discrimination). Sanctions for intolerant or
discriminatory behaviour by players, officials or supporters could he incorporated in
contracts (where appropriate) or rules.

Following the example of UEFA, Fair Play competitions could be extended to cover
spectators’ behaviour and plans drawn up to avoid unacceptable behaviour in sports
venues. Spectators and clubs, etc. should then be well informed about the
consequences of any shortcomings in this respect.

Spectators could take part in selecting winners of Tolerance and Fair Play prizes for
participants.
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, ricoad iIcicase
Conseil de I'Europe

* . -

el % Communiqué de presse

* *

* DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION
L DIRECTION DE LA COMMUNICATION

F-87075 STRASBOURG CEDEX (FRANCE)
T6l - 88 412560 Telax - 871388F Talelax - 88 41 27 90

Tolerance in sport ;
the Council of Europe goes into action

STRASBCURG, 08.03.36 - The 39 nation COUNCIL OF EUROPE and the Netherlands autharities will be

organising an International Round Tabie on Spon, Tolersnce and Fair Play in Amstordam on 11 Aprl
1996.

Orginaily proposed by the Netherlangs Sports Minister, Enca TERPSTRA, the Round Tabie wili
be heid on the eve of the *Euro ‘96" faothall champlenship. it wil! be attended by young people, sports
stars. media representatives and ofticials from more than 40 European courdries and will give the Europaan
public a panoramic survey of projeas and Initlatives simed al promoting tolerance in spon. A talevision
programme ("European Sports Night*), recorded on the nigre of 11 Aprit and shown an vanous Ewopean
channels the foliowing day. will show how things can go wrong - and what the cures ara.

This event is ane of the first resutts of the Cauncit f Europe’s 8th Corerence of Ministers of Spont
(Lisbon, May 1995} which called for an end o viddence in spon. both off and on the field. In a resolution
an tolerance and sport, the Ministers strassed that “wail-known teams and sports stars have a particular
responsibility because they rapresant role modais, espacially tor the young®.

It rs aiso parnt of the Ewropean Youth Campaign against Intolerance, launched by the Council af
Eurcpe’s Heads of State and Govemmert at the Vianna Summit {Octaber 1993). which calls an groups.
individuals and partkulary young peapie 1o commit themseives to the fight against ai lorms of imolsrance.

A press conference introducing tha Round Tabie will be held at 16 h 30 on Monday 11 March
at the Netherlands Ministry of Haalth, Fitness and Spoa, Churehililasn 368, RLISWIJK.

Press contact In Strasbourg: Francase X. FERRER. Councll ot Europe Prass Service (Tel
+33/88 41.28 98. Fax +33/88.41.27 89)
in Rijswik: Gant RIPHAGEN, Ministry of Health, Fitness and Sport (Tel.

+31.70/340 51.63; Fax +31 70340 82 92}
Ref. 115(96)

The Council of Europs and Sport

The Coundil of Ewope's sparts peiicy is lormulated by the Comimitiee for the Development of Sport, which meels ance 2 yaar,
It comprises representatives of govermments and private organisations, and co-ordinates actvities. Ita a part of the wark of e

Europesn Cultural Convention, which has seen sined by the 39 member states. as wek as Salarus. Creatia, e Holy Ses,
Monace ang Basnia Herzegoving

The Eurapasn Spors Charter 2ys down the Counci of Ewropa’s spewts pobey in outie. s purpose Is o promote sport, hoth
professional and amatew, It Is based on tha cncept of spont for all, and emphasisas the importancs of salety, raspact Ior e

environment and adaquats funding. 1 is supplementad by a Code of Sports Ethics. which highlights fair play as one of the basic
values of spon

The Eurapean Convention on Spectator Yioknce infroduces MeAsLres 1o guarantee crowd safety al mapr fxures,
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EQLSF
European Gay & Lesbian
Sport Federation

European Gay & Lesbian Sport Federation (EGLSF} about
the declaration: redrettable: no recognition of gays
& lesbians in sport

Although tha draft declaration implicitly fights all
forms of discrimination and is against unfair play,
the inclusion of gay sgportsmen and weomen is not
explicitly accepted. Since one in twenty sportsmen

or women is gay, a considerable part of the sport-
community is still feeling unrecognized.

The European federation (EGLSF) with about &0 organi-
sations in 10 CE (Council of Europe} countries is
very disapointed with this result. With this draft
declaration the CE missed a chance. Despite <onstruc-
tive attempts by some delegates in the making of this
draft declaration to include fair play towards gay &
lesbians in sport, explicit recogniticn of tolerance
towards gays in the draft declaration has not been
succesful.

The EGLSF hopes, that the Dutch project on emancipa-
tion and integration of gays in sport will be follo-
waed by other NGO's and Governmental sportorganisati-
ons in the CE-countries. This bi-annual project is
implemented by the Dutch Cultural Sportfederation
(NCS} and the VFoundation Gay Integration through
Sports & Activities Holland (GISAHM). This project is
financially supported by the Dutch Ministry of He-
alth, Welfare and Sport (VWS). EGLSF welccmes this
kind of projects.

ECLSF also welcomes people to attend EGLSF's =RURC-
GAMES. It's an european sportevent where more than
3000 gayfriendly and gay sportsmen and women meet and
competa in 18 sports. This event takes place in
Berlin from May 16th to 1%th.

The European Federation will stimulate its members to
initiate processes in regard of the making of natio-
nal actionplans on Fair Play and Telerance which
includes acceptance of gay sportsmen and wonen. We
kindly invite other European Sport Assoclaticns to
co-gperate on this issue. Tcgether we can achieve a
step forward in TOLERANCE and FAIRPLAY in the deepest
meanings of these words.

Ben Baks Urs Fankhauser

President & General Secretary
Member of the Dutch Steering

committee on Fair Play, Tolerance and Sport

Conlral Adddres:
Foraesinltonl ot
2Ob Y T e taa g

Urs Fanhkhauser P i
General Secretary

11 april 19%6, Ansterdan,

Mgl ol

. Pastderaalanan CH Gqany biartpe
Fastar fistreasse 33 Pl gerivate R TOESET A0 Y
HIES Zurde s rhdil

vylstmtayspon arg Chaendser ol o e
it pacrlaied

wrntlibwlife wirly WU R fiwiw geyspost aryg Thers g, no & 55157
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* *
* * Councii of Europe / Cansaeil de 'Europe
C_OW—CIL « * m F-67075 Strasbourg cedex (France)
Tél:433/38841 2000
OF EUROPE * 4 * DE L'EUROPE Fax: +33/388 41 27 78
Email : pace@coea.f
Parliamentary Assembily m::;pﬁ:wscoevf,;

Assemblee parlementaire

Doc. 8319
10 February 1999

Situation of lesbians and gays in the member states of
the Council of Europe

Motion for a resolution
presented by Mrs Karlsson and others

This motion has not been discussed 1n the Assembly and commits only the members who have

_signed it

i. Inthe Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the rights of homosexuals were
fast discussed in the early eighties. The discussion centred mainly on the decriminalisation of
homosexuality between consenting adults in private.

2 With the enlargement of the Council of Europe in the nineties, short discussions took
place in relation to the accession criteria for new members and to the situation in Romania. Thesc
again centred on the criminal law. But the European Convention on Human Rights and its
protocols encompass a much broader range of issues. There is surprisingly little information on
the situation of lesbians and gays in many Council of Europe member states. Unfortunately, this
is not because there is no discrimination, but rather because homosexuality is taboo in many
member states and discriminatory attitudes are widely prevalent.

3 In order to help bring about a Europe in which lesbians and gays can live free from
discrimination, the Assembly decides :

- to compile a report on discrimination against lesbians and gays in Council of
Europe member states and, based on this report,

to draw up 2 common framework of recommendations to serve as a basis for
legislation and non-discriminatory practices in this field in member states.
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Doc. 8319

Signed : '

Karlsson, Austria, SOC

Behrendt, Germany, SOC
Etherington, United Kingdom, SOC
Freitag, Germany, SOC
Gelderblom-Lankhout, Netherlands, LDR
Jiger, Germany, SOC

Judd, United Kingdom, SOC
Langthaler, Austria, NR

Lorcher, Germany, SOC

Roth, Germany, SOC

Schloten, Germany, SOC

Schiitz, Germany, SOC

Wodarg, Germany, SOC

$OC: Socialist Group

EPP/CD: Group of the European People’s Party
EDG:European Democratic Group

LDR : Liberal, Democratic and Reformers’ Group
UEL : Group of the Unificd European Lefi

NR : Not registered in a group

I3
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Addresses of relevant European institutions

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Committee for the Development of Sport (CDDS) phone:

c/o Directorate of Educadon, Culture and Sport fax:
7075 STRASSBOURG CEDEX emaik:

France

CLEARING HOUSE

Furopean Sports Informadon Center of the Council of Europe

Espace 27 Seprember (4C 124) phone:

Leopold-1T laan 44 fax:

1080 BRUSSELS email

Belgium

EUROPEAN UNION

Direcrorare General X (DGX) - Sports section
Rue de ia Loi 200

1049 BRUSSELS

Belgium

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Commirree on Educaion, Calture 8 Sport
Rue Belliard 97-113

1047 BRUSSELS

Belgium

EUROPEAN NON GOVERNMENTAL SPORT ORGANISATION

c/ o Deurscher Sport Bund phone:
Ornto-Fleck-Schreisse 12 fax:
663825 FRANKEFURT AM MAIN

Germany

EUROPEAN FAIR PLAY MOVEMENT
same address as ENGSO phone:
fax:

EUROPEAN WOMEN IN SPORT

¢/ o Ms. Pirjo Puskala phone:
Finnish Spors Federaton fax:
00093 sLU

Finland

EUROQOPEAN SPORTS CONFERENCE
Permanent secreraniar: Mr. P. Nitnaus

Pr. Eugenstrasse 12

1040 VIENNA

Austria

EUROPEAN GAY & LESBIAN SPORT FEDERATION

P.0O.Box 10668 phone:
2501 HR THE HAGUE email:
The Netherlands web:

GAY INTEGRATION THROUGH SPORTS & ACTIVITIES HOLLAND

P.CBox 13.846 phone:
2501 EV THE HAGUE emaik:
The Netherlands web:
Report
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+33-(0)388-412 £00,/637
+35-(0)388-412 755
georgewalker(@coe. fr

+32-(2)-413 28 93
+32.(2)-413 28 90
clearing house@cfvb.be

+49-(0)69-670 013 49
+49-(0)69-967 405 94

+49-(0369-695 016 25
+49-(0)69-677 18 26

35-(0)89-348 16 05
+33

-{0)89-348 16 02

+31-(0y70-30642 442
eglsf{idpavsport.org
wevw, gaysport.org/ eglsf

+31-(0)70-397 32 54
gisah{@gavsport.org
www.gavsportorg/ gisah
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Short introductions on EGLSF and GISAH

EGLSF

EGLSF stands for European Gay & Lesbian Sport Federation. Countless sports groups from different European
couniries have joined the Federaton, The EGLSF suives towards an improvement in the sport chimare within
European countries. Bringing sportsmen and sportswomen wgether, emancipation and integration are important
objectives. For this reason the EGLSF gives out information about gay/lesbian sport & clubs and sporting evens in
their quarterly magazine "Nerwork” along with the European Toutnament Calendar. The EGLSF has access w0 an
extensive sports club directory. Togerher with GISAH, the EGLST manage an internet site hep:/ / www.gaysport.org,
Under the auspices of the EGLSF, the annual, EuroGames are held in a European city. EuroGames is 2 muld sport
eveni where thousands of sportsmen and sporswomen, gav /lesbian people, and gay/lesbian friendly people, meer.
In principle, anybody can take part in this Fair play event, As well as this, the EGLSF collects complaines about
discriminarion towards gav/lesbian sporssmen and women within Europe, these are put together in a European
“black book’”. The EGLSF was founded in 1989 in The Flague, The Netherlands.

GISAH

The foundation Gay Integradon through Sporss & Acdvides Holland (GISAH) is the Dutch advocare for gay
sportsmen and women i the Netherlands. About 40 gay/leshian sport clubs are Hnked to this platform. The mission
of chis plarform is 1o strive for a sport cimare in Holland, where there is place for everyone. This is done, AMONIST
athers, by improving the pardcipation of gavs & lesbians in sporn To reach its objectives, GISAH is co-operating
with other Durch sport organizations and initiates natonal and local projects. Projects that vary from publicity and
rescarch to educational projects. Beside these projects, GISAH also provides the Dutch nerwork of gay sporz clubs
with information by its gavsport.org website. The projects of GISAH are supported by natonal and local authorires.
A black book on diserimination was published in 1992, Since 1988, GISAH is based in The Hague,

.. and dor’t forget to also visit Gaysport.Org -

our joint information service on the world-wide-web
Excrensive information on gay and lesbian sports all vver the world, International Towrnament Calendar, SportMares service, EnraGanes
information, Gay Ganes Ansterdam and Sydney, Research & Politics on Spores ... and much more!

www.gaysport.org
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The Council of Europe’s declaration on Fair Play & Tolerance in Sport and the Furopean Union’
Amgterdam Treaty on Sport and against discrimination marks a growing awareness of the
importance of sport in society. Its also makes National and European sport and (non-)governmental
organisations aware of its potential to build bridges between regular and gay/lesbian sport. In many
European countries gay & lesbian sport is booming. In other countries gays & lesbians are (still) left
off side. These trends make bringing sportswomen and sportsmen together, from different cu]t"ural
backgrounds, a real challenge. .
But building bridges between the regular sport and gay and lesbian athletes is a: very complex
process. Since the state of the play in Europe varies strongly, it also brings problems th
faced and *bridges that need to be build’ to overcome these problems. A Europe of Sport without

any discrimination and intolerance is a common goal that has beén set several times by sport

organisations and various administrations in Europe and in its regions. Spott as an instrument for
fair play, tolerance and integration is a real challenge for the future. A challenge to both sides, the

‘regular sport’ and governmental organisations and institutions i Europe, but also for the ‘gay

sport’.
This Report is to contribute to a better understanding et i parties, who strive for a2 better
sport climate in Europe and an integration process for gay sportsmien and lesbian sportswomen

and a better understanding of athletes with a different baékground than most other athletes.

August 1999

European Gay & Lesbian Sport Federat:on (EGLSF)

P.O. box 10.668
2501 HR The Hague
The Netherlands
tel: +31-70-3.642.442
email: eglsf@gaysport.org
web: www.gaysport.org

This report is produxed with financial support from:

Ith, Welfare & Sports in The Netherlands (VWS)
ort Federation*Netherlands Olympic Committee (NOC*NSF)
itural Sportfederation (NCS)
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